
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Feiertage im Juni 

HISTORISCHE FEIERTAGE IM JUNI 

President Kennedy Speech in Berlin 
( der 23. Juni 1963) 

pride in the words 'lch bin ein Berliner. "' The address garnered immediate thunderous applause, but 

Kennedy and his delegation soon joined their German hosts for a luncheon in the city hall before he 
traveled on to deliver more remarks before boarding a flight for the next station on his European trip, 
Ireland. But the day in Berlin already stood out in Kennedy's estimation as unforgettable. "We'll never 
have another day like this one, as long as we live," he is reported to have said to his speechwriter and 
advisor Ted Sorensen on the departing flight. 

This tour would be Kennedy's last international trip as only five months later he was felled by an 

assassin's bullet in Dallas, Texas. On that fateful day, November 22, 1963, thousands of people 
gathered spontaneously in front of the Schoneberger Rathaus in grief. "Berlin especially is mourning 
because we have lost our best friend ," Mayor Willy Brandt said to the crowd. Just three days later it was 
decided to rename the square John F. Kennedy Platz, and on the one-year anniversary of the speech, 

the late president's brother Robert unveiled a memorial plaque next to the main entrance of the 
Rathaus. 

MAYOR WILLY BRANDT GREETS 
PRESIDENT KENNEDY 

Mayor Willy Brandt greeted 

President Kennedy after 

his arrival at Tegel Airport. 

KENNEDY AT CHECKPOINT CHARLIE 

ARRIVAL IN BERLIN 

Kennedy's Berlin visit was the last stop on 

his Germany tour, which had taken him to 

Cologne, Bonn and Frankfurt. 

Crowds greeted Kennedy not only with cheers, but with posters 

featuring his image. Their jubilance in the midst of bombed-out 

buildings and barbed wire also made an impression. 

Kennedy visited Checkpoint Charlie to get a first-hand view of the brick, barbed wire and armed guards dividing the city. 


