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HISTORISCHE FEIERTAGE IM JUNI 

President Kennedy Speech in Berlin 
(der 23. Juni 1963) 

there in 1945 for the Potsdam Conference, during which the Allied Powers decided on the division of 
Germany, and Berlin, into occupation zones. 

On June 26, 1963, the people of Berlin were ready for the visit by Kennedy, for even beyond the 
speeches-and he would deliver several remarks that day-it was received as a symbol of solidarity and 
friendship for a population surrounded on all sides by the Communist East. West Berlin schools gave 
pupils the day off, and government offices and other employers gave workers a few hours off to go see 

Kennedy. In all over one million people saw Kennedy either as he traveled through the city in his open

top limousine, accompanied by Adenauer and Berlin Mayor Willy Brandt, or as he spoke in front of the 
Schoneberger Rathaus. They gathered not only along the streets, but on top of signposts, on balconies 
and on rooftops to try to catch a glimpse of the US president. Those who didn't join the masses, 
watched as his visit was broadcast live on television or listened to the live broadcast of radio station 
RIAS. 

Excited crowds waved and cheered as the Kennedy 

motorcade traversed the city. In the open-top 

limousine were Kennedy, Brandt and Adenauer. 

President Kennedy mounted a viewing platform 

to look over the wall in front of the Brandenburg Gate, 
which the GDR regime had festooned with flags. 

In Berlin for less than a day, Kennedy's schedule was tightly packed, and included stops at a viewing 

stand at the wall in front of the Brandenburg Gate and a visit to Checkpoint Charlie, but the highlight 
was surely his speech in front of the West Berlin City Hall in the Schoneberger Rathaus. Numbers vary. 

but more than 120,000 people likely packed Rudolph Wilde Platz, with more watching from windows, 
balconies and rooftops nearby, greeting Kennedy with an ovation of several minutes before he even 
spoke. His remarks were relatively brief at 674 words, according to a transcript at his presidential library, 

but of those, 15 were either "free" or "freedom." His remarks were a tribute to the spirit of West Berliners, 

which had been so vividly demonstrated to him in just a few hours on the ground. 

"I know of no town, no city, that has been besieged for 18 years that still lives with the vitality and the 
force, and the hope and the determination of the city of West Berlin." And it expressed his vision of a 
united Germany and a united Europe. "Freedom is indivisible, and when one man is enslaved, all are 
not free. When all are free, then we can look forward to that day when this city will be joined as one and 

this country and this great Continent of Europe in a peaceful and hopeful globe." 

His ultimate tribute to the people of Berlin he chose to voice in German. He actually uttered the famous 
German sentence two times during the address, once near the beginning, and more memorably, in 
closing: "All free men, wherever they may live, are citizens of Berlin, and, therefore, as a free man, I take 


