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ECONOMIC REASONS: Jobs and Careers 

WHAT NOT TO DO WHEN YOU'RE FREELANCING IN GERMANY 

Don't forget about your tax declaration form even if you think you won't have to pay any tax 

This brings us to the next point. Kathleen Parker, of Red Tape Translation, a consultancy service 

that helps people from abroad with their queries about settling in Germany, says expats often make 

the mistake of not filling out their profit and loss statement for self-employed people 

(Einnahmeuberschussrechnung) because they think they haven't earned enough to pay tax. 

But Parker, who's from Queensland, Australia and arrived in Germany in 2009, says freelancers 

shouldn't make this error because they could be billed for tax at a higher amount. This could be the 

case if they've written an estimated figure, which is more than what they've earned in reality, in the 

questionnaire they filled in to receive their tax number. 

"When you register as a freelance and tell the Finanzamt what you're doing you fill in this big long 

form and you tell them how much you think you're going to earn," Parker, a registered freelancer 

who also works as an opera singer and translator, told The Local. 

'Then time goes by, you get caught up in life and you forget to submit your profit and loss form, and 

perhaps you didn't really earn very much so you don't think it's necessary. 

"But then you get a massive bill from the tax department based on the prediction that you made in 

the form that you forgot you filled out more than a year earlier." 

Parker explains that the tax office will presume you've earned what you've predicted if you don't 

submit your profit and loss. 

"If you've made a lot less money than that it can be a disaster," she says. The deadline for 

submitting your tax return is currently May of the following year if you do it on your own, or you have 

until December of the following year if you hire a tax advisor to do it for you. 

However, next year the deadline will be July 2019 for 2018 earnings if you're doing it alone, and 

February 2020 with a tax advisor, explains Parker. 

Don't write invoices incorrectly 

It seems a simple enough concept: you charge people or companies for your work and they pay you 

the money. But if you don't submit your invoice properly to them then there's a chance you won't get 

your money. 


