
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Sprache 

WARUM LERNT MAN DEUTSCH?/ WHY LEARN GERMAN? 

ECONOMIC REASONS: Jobs and Careers 

WHAT NOT TO DO WHEN YOU'RE FREELANCING IN GERMANY 

This was a country where people had warned me you might be told off for crossing the street when 

it's not a green light. Although it's true that Germans are more direct, and this sometimes comes off 

as a bit rude through the eyes of native English speakers, my general experience is that German 

people are helpful. 

Or maybe they just love bureaucracy because every German person I've asked to help with some of 

the massively complicated forms you're dealt here - whether it's to register your address 

(Anmeldung) or register as a freelancer - have happily helped. 

And that's the first thing I'd say to anyone who's new in Germany: don't suffer alone. You don't have 

to and it's not worth it. Even if your German language skills are good, some of the terms in the 

forms are difficult to digest. " 

Bureaucracy in most countries can be tricky to understand because it's always full of jargon so 

don't feel embarrassed to ask a German acquaintance to take a look, or get in touch with a 

consultancy service who can assist. 

That way you won't make any mistakes when it comes to establishing if you should tick the 

Gewerbetreibende (tradesperson) box, which usually means you are offering a product, and either 

building, selling or trading things. If you are in this self-employed camp then you have to register 

your business, too. 

Or you can choose the Freiberuflicher(freelancer) option which means you have a bit less 

paperwork because you don't have to register a business. The kind of jobs that usually fall under 

freiberuflich include qualified computer programmers, translators, foreign language teachers and 

writers. 

Similarly when you're filling out your form (Fragebogen zur steuerliche Erfassung) to give to the the 

tax office (Finanzamt) so you can receive your tax number, you don't want to accidentally set up a 

direct debit (it will be the 'SEPA' section in the forr:n) to pay tax when you'd rather transfer it yourself, 

or tick a box that means you have to pay church tax (Kirchensteuer) if that's not what you intended 

to do. 


