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HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FESTE 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" Feste im Herbst 

HERBSTFESTE UNO GEBRAUCHE I 
FALL FESTIVALS AND CUSTOMS 

Autumn: Lantern Parades and Memorial Days 

In August and September the.summer holidays end 
and a new school year begins. The dates vary in the dif
ferent states of the Federal Republic, and over the years 
they also change among the states. This is not because 
the school authority in Germany rests with the in
dividual states but rather because in this way the state 
governments try to avoid the traffic calamities caused 
by too many people going on vacation at the same 
time. 

On the first schoolday you can see the six-year-olds, 
happily or shyly clasping their mother's hand and 
walking to the schoolhouse for the first time. They car
ry large, colorful "Schultiiten;' cardboard cones, filled 
with sweets and little gifts, which are to make the be
ginning of school life a little sweeter. In the following 
weeks you can identify the beginners by their orange
colored caps or bandannas. This is not a relic of an old 
folk custom but a practical innovation of the 1960s. It 

Harvest Thanksgiving 

Harvest Thanksgiving is celebrated in 
numerous ways all over rural Germany. 
The churches hold special services. Har
vest wreaths of wheat and colorful ribbons 
are a traditional feature. It is not a legal 
holiday in Germany, however, and not 
celebrated in the family with such tradi
tional foods as c ranberry sauce and 
pumpkin pie. 

In some areas, these festivities fall to
gether with "AIIerweltskirchweih" on the 
third Sunday in October. 

is to signal the drivers that they must be especially cau
tious because these children are still inexperienced in 
coping with street traffic. 

Extracurricular activities like school dances, etc. are 
relatively rare in Germany. Perhaps this is due to the 
fact that the educational system in Germany is public. 
The public school (free of charge) is the rule not only 
on the elementary level but also for the institutions of 
highe1· education, including the universities. There are 
only relatively few private high schools (Gymnasium). 
Until recently, when the declining birth rate began to 
threaten the existence of quite a number of schools, 
there was hardly any competition between the ind ivid
ual schools, and they rarely developed a characteristic 
image of their own. This plus the fact that as a rule pu
pils spend only the mornings at school may account 
for the rarity of extracurricular events. In high schools 
there may be one "Schulfest" in the fall. with amateur 
theatricals and dancing. And for graduation, elemen
tary and high schools usually have a simple, rather sol
emn ceremony, but nothing comparable tO graduation 
ceremonies in America. Nor is there much ado about 
school athletic competitions or similar events. 

Once in a while you may witness a children's festival 
(Kinderfest) - be it a traditional community affair, or 
a "children's afternoon" in connection with a "Kirch
weih" or w ith a "Vereinsfest." Standard entertain
ments at a "Kinderfest" include sack races and similar 
contests, such as trying to reach a goal while balancing 
an egg on a ladle, etc. 

0 OKTOBERFEST 
0 HARVEST FESTIVAL-Villagers offer thanks to 

God for the harvest and celebrate with a huge 
feast of fresh fruits, vegetables, and grains. 
0 CANNSTAnER VOLKSFEST-Features 

singing, dancing, food, and drink. The main 
attraction is a giant Fruit Column that is set up 
at the festival grounds. 
0 ALL SAINTS' DAY-This day honors all 

the saints in heaven, both known and 
unknown. 
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