
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FESTE 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" Feste in Rheinland 

,,SCHOTZENFESTE" / ,,MARKSMEN'S FESTIVAL" 

towns and villages. 
While Germany holds "pride of place" as the original 

shooting festival backdrop, shooting competitions are a 
way oflife in other Germanic regions of Europe, especially 
in Switzerland. The initial Swiss Federal Shooting Festival 
( Eidgenossisches Schutzenfest) was held in 1824 and Fe~eral 
contests along with cantonal, city, and club competmons 
continue co the present day. 

On the other side of the world - "downunder" as often 
describes Australia -- the first South Australian Shooting 
Association, established in 1861 soon after the early arrival 
there of German migrants, organized its first Schutzenfest 
in 1889. The modem version, held annually by Adelaide's 
South Australian German Association, clain1s to be the 
largest folk festival in the Southern Hemisphere, attracting 
regular attendances of over 20,000. W11ile to~ay's 
event is more of a social occasion with culrural hentage 
displays, musical entertainment, 'Strong Arm' stein lifting 
competitions and the flow of amber fluid high on the list 
of priorities, Australian shooters still flock to its recently 
enlarged Adelaide venue with lovingly cared for Lederhosen 
and Dirndls mingling an1ongst jeans and t-sh.irts. 

Despite today's inevitable clilution of some of the earlier 
traditional community heritage co.ru1otations, the shooting 
fraternity still talces its hobby seriously. Plans are in place 
to restore some of these culniral co~onents i~ the years 

to come. Meanwhile the club is steadfastly maintaining 
competitive events for male shooters vyi.ng for the 'King 
Shoot', female shooters for the 'Queen Shoot', male and 
female combined contests for 'Open Shoot' trophies and 
a Fun Shoot for Jtuuors, proudly recorcling that three 
of the local South Australian champions represented 
Australia in the black powder world titles in Portugal in 
2010. Next year's event will mark the 50th anniversary of 
tl1e modern Australian competition with various events 
expected to attract over 300 shooters inducting several 
shooting groups from Germany. 

Underlying recognition of gun problems in modern 
society is exemplified by the fact that all modern 
Schutzenfest pa.rticipants must comply with Australia's 
new gun laws and sign a declaration that they have 
no prohibition restrictions placed on them by the 
Government's Firearms Branch, police or the courts. 

Not that such compulsory supervision inlubits the 
enthusiasm and the skills portrayed at today's downunder 
Schutzenfeste (there are also records of events held in 
equally-downunder New Zealand) and while some 
of the erstwhile German influence may be diluting as 
immigrant populations assimilate; the original history, 
u·adition, and cultural significance of the Schutzenfest is 
alive and well on this as on many a continent throughout 
the world. - -- -


