
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FESTE 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" Feste in Rheinland 

,,SCHUTZENFESTE" / ,,MARKSMEN'S FESTIVAL" 

A FIFTEENTH

. CENTuiivsrnorzENFEsr 1N 

CONSTANCE AS DEPICTED IN 
il'C~ ---·-- -,A 

THE LUZERNER CHRONIK OF 1513. 

By 1930 the last of the 
old Milwaukee Schut· 
zenmeisters and their 
shooting grounds were 
gone; in more recent 
years however there has 
been a resurgence of 
interest in the tradition 
and smaller-member
ship clubs still practice 
the art and tradition 
that is 'Schiitzen' . 

One needs to book a 
ticket to a town called 
Neuss on the River 
Rhine, the traditional 
home of the Schut· 
zenfest, the largest in 
the world ( although 
Hanover makes a simi
lar claim) with regnlar 
million-plus crowds 
applauding its 12-kilo
meter long parade ( the 
longest in the world!) and over 5,000 contestants from 
Germany and various parts of the world taking aim. Its 
origins go back to the Middle Ages when its citizens, gw1 
in hand, were enjoined to defend the city in an emer
gency. Today's somewhat more peaceful population takes 
pot shots at targets and parades through the town in col
orful outfits, accompanied by miles of musicians. The ear
lier burghers were supposed to test their ability to shoot 
straight and by the fifteenth century the marksmen system 
with its military character became linked to the city shoot
ing competitions. 

The Schutzenfest is a very German institution. Celebrat
ed in towns and villages throughout the country- today 
mainly in Lower Saxony and the Sauerland region between 

Dortmund and Kassel, 
its "season" is generally 
between May and July. 
Its traditions are very 
rigidly controlled: the 
original. quasi-military 
function replaced by 
today's popular festival 
cl1aracter with music 
and dancing gilding the 
more serious competi
tive components and 
the competition winner 
crowned Schutzenkiinig 
(king of marksmen) 
until the following 
year's competition. At 
the conclusion of the 
shooting proceedings, 
participants retire to 
the nearest marquee 
for the Grand Zapfenst
reich (tapping of beer), 
a key component of the 

program before the final parade pulsates the town's main 
streets one last time. 

In today's age of equal opportunity however, clubs that 
organize Schutzenfests have been almost exclusively male 
domains with many German shooting clubs displaying 
staunch resistance to admitting women into their ranks. 
Inevitably however, such egocentricity is doomed to be 
undone. Each passing decade, more and more women 
have been hitting bullseyes, thereby earning the right to 
become a Queen of the Markspeople ( Schutzenkiinigin). 
Commentators throughout Germany see a positive 
future for the movement, a prominent historian recently 
commenting that shooting clubs have an important social 
significance, particularly as community events in smaller 


