
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FESTE 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" Feste in Rheinland 

,,SCH0TZENFESTE" / ,,MARKSMEN'S FESTIVAL" 

conjugal bliss, such as Eros, Aphrodite, or the cornuco
pia were painted along the edge of the target or on a car
touche; the names of the newlyweds and the date of their 
·wedding were also mentioned. 

During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, when 
the painted targets reached their peak, hunting themes 
were popular. A good part of the one hundred twenty tar
gets exhibited at the castle of Tittrnoning, in southeast Ba
varia, are dedicated to the theme. Not all praise the hunters 
they portray. A handful of these round canvases gibe at 
them and drive them up the wall. Here, a jealous husband, 
firing under the marriage bed where he suspects his rival 
is hiding, hits nothing but his dachshund dog; another ec
centric lying flat on the back of a cow capped with the ant
lers of a stag, his shotgun propping up between its horns, 
hopes in this way to lure the big game, while, asleep under 
a tree, another fellow hunter dreams of roasted meat while 
rabbits, pheasants, and partridges gambol around him. 
At times, bawdy and sarcastic words would go along with 

these little pictures. 
In Scheibbs, a small Austrian town west of Vienna, 

which boasts one of the largest collections of painted tar
gets, the synergetic themes are few, unlike the religious, 
humorous, and satirical targets, which make up a good 
part of the two hundred forty-nine works exhibited in its 
Schutz enscheiben1nuseum . 

Themes depicted on the targets generally 
reflected common concerns and local happenings. 

The neighboring Carthusian monastery exerted a great 
influence on the wwn and its vicinity, and many targets are 
devoted to it. Despite the fact it was a strict order, the popu
lation showed respect and affection towards it. ·when, in 
1782, Joseph II of Austria decided its dissolution, the peo
ple's ire resulted in. the commissioning of a series of targets, 
which, either shot the monarch down in flames, or, more 
cynically, hailed Friedrich II of Prussia, bis archenemy! 

The Austrian dynasty and the nobility, patriotic and 
nationalist yearnings, war and peace, love and marriage, 
daily life in Scheibbs and epicurean gratification (the 
"Black Elephant," the inn of the shooting society, is de
picted on several targets) inspired, among other topics, the 
many artists who settled in Scheibbs throughont the sev
enteenth and eighteenth centuries and contributed to the 
renown of the town. 

Mentioned for the first time in a document dated 1569, 
Scheibbs' shooting society carries on the tradition-as do 
many other sharpshooter associations-although ordering 
a painted target, whose cost is prohibitive nowadays, is a 
rare occurrence. 

Target from 1904 commissioned on the 
occasion of the marriage of Dr. Stefan Wurm to 

Mathilda, born Schwener. Tittmoning. 


