
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FESTE 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" Feste in Rhein land 

,,SCHUTZENFESTE" / ,,MARKSMEN'S FESTIVAL" 
painted targets, which would have been badly damaged 
by too many impacts, were put into place after the title 
of Schiitzenkonig (king of the sharpshooters) had already 
been awarded. Marksmanship in this particular case mat
tered little. It was an honor bestowed to the best scorers 
of the contest to be allowed to "sign" these little pictures 

with a single bullet. 
In addition to a laurel wreath, the "king" was awarded 

some considerable prizes, such as jewels, cash, live animals 
and be was furthermore exempted from taxes and du
ties for a whole year and could brew beer freely. Among 
the favors bestowed upon him was the right to wear, on 
special occasions, the "King's Chain," the most precious 
possession of the shooting society. It was made up of an 
impressive number of jewels, precious scones, silver coins, 
escutcheons, medallions, heraldic shields, and trade insig
nia. At the beginning of the Thirty Years' War, the chain 
of the Chemnitz shooting society had no Jess than one 
hundred sixty-one of them and weighed a staggering sev

enteen kilos! 

"The Sun of Tittmoning" (1666) is the oldest known targe . It shows the 
various methods of movement. 

The great figures of history ( Caesar and Alexander, for 
example), mythological divinities, such as Ceres, Jupiter, 
or Bacchus, the emperor, royalty, nobility ariscocracy, war 
deeds, peace treaties, events of national importance, were 
represented on the targets. 

The themes depicted on the targets used during the 
easy-going meetings of the shooting societies generally 
reflected down-to-earth concerns and the local chronicle 

' such as the election of a mayor, the appointment of a mag-
istrate, a spectacular fire, the retirement of a champion, as 
well as birthdays or marriages. 

When a marriage was concluded among the societv's 
members or among the local upper crust, it was custom;ry 

for one or the other of the concerned parties to place an 
order for a painted target with an artist. On it were repre
sented the couple surrounded with their earthly posses
sions, such as castles or mansions, their coats of arms and 
trade insignia, and views of the to,vn. Symbols of love and 

Targets developed when the wreaths used by archers were filled in with 
pieces of wood to mark the impact from the newly introduced firearm. 


