
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FESTE 

"Bei uns ist immer was losl" Feste in Rhein land 

,,SCHOTZENFESTE" / ,,MARKSMEN'S FESTIVAL" 
Schiitzenfests are celebrated mainly in Bavaria and Lower 
Saxony, but also in the Lower Rhine and Middle Rhine regions 
as well as in Westphalia (especially the Sauerland), with festive 
processions. Since German Reunification, Schtitzenfests have 
begun to emerge in eastern parts of Germany as well. The 
traditions connected to the Schtitzenfest can vary greatly from 
one region to another. 

These traditions include the "Blow of the Flag" (a particular way 
of waving a flag). The Blow of the Flag in particular, as well as 
the waving of the flag in general are executed according to fixed 
rules. Competitions are held in the discipline of flag waving. 

Schtitzenfests may range from one day to several days and may 
include and be accompanied by various events. They often take 
place in the festival room of a local public house or in a pavilion 
especially erected for the occasion. In the Sauerland, many towns 
have a special Marksmen's Hall that is used for these festivities. 
Many Schiitzenfests start with a festive procession, whereby the 
reigning King of Marksmen, along with the royal household, 
plus local dignitaries, are all escorted by the marksmen and 
paraded to the festive square or the festivities. This is often 
followed by a "royal parade" where the marksmen march past the 
king and the royal court, with marching bands, Corps of Drums 
and fanfare bands playing along. (Goose steps are commonly 
done by the marksmen in the parade, especially in old towns and 
cities, but in other places it is not done, however, as the 
marksmen march in the same pace as the Bundeswehr do today.) 
Th~arading marksmen are formed in platoons or squads 

depending on the size of the formation, and in large towns and cities m~ksmen are fo~ed in companies 
and in both cases of the parade color guards march along with them. In a lot of cases, the pavilion is 
surrounded by a fun fair. 

The most common form of shooting competition is the Bird Shooting. Nowadays the contestants no 
longer shoot at actual birds but on a mock bird made of wood and mounted on a pole. The contestant 
who demounts the last pieces of the wooden bird is the new King of Marksmen. Varying traditions may 
include the shooting of wooden animals other than birds or special awards won by the shooting of 
certain body parts, e.g. wings, beak etc. 

Even a GroBer Zapfenstreich and band concerts form part of the celebrations as well. The GroBer 
Zapfenstreich done in these civil events, even through military in origin as the festival itself, are formed 
up of the marksmen's organizations, torch bearers; color guards and a marching band and corps of 
drums, with an optional fanfare band when needed. Most are done outdoors, and there's an option to 
have an indoor ceremony done in the same manner as the outdoor ceremony. Many of the groups that 
help organize these festivities appeal to mostly right wing Germans as this is one of the very few 
occasions to march in a uniform in public and be celebrate German nationalistic feelings, as well as local 

traditions. 


