
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FESTE 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" Feste in Rheinland 

,,SCHOTZENFESTE" / ,,MARKSMEN'S FESTIVAL" 

A Schiitzenfest (German "marksmen's festival") is a traditional 
festival or fair featuring a target shooting competition in the cultures 
of both Germany and Switzerland. 

At a Schiitzenfest, contestants compete based on their shooting 
abilities, for example by shooting at a wooden representation of an 
eagle. The winner of the competition becomes the 
'Scbtitzenkonig' ("king of marksmen") until the next year's 
competition. 

History 

During the Middle Ages, many towns had to find ways to defend themselves from gangs of marauders. 
For this reason clubs and associations were founded, comparable to militias; these paramilitary 
associations were sanctioned for the first time in the Law for the Defensive Constitution of the Towns by 
King Henry I, and officially integrated into the towns' defense plans. Accompanying the military 
exercises and physical examinations of the towns' contingents, festivities were held combined with 
festive processions. Participants from other parishes and at times even the feudal heads of state were 
also invited to these Marksmen's Courts (Schutzenhofe). However, the self-confident spirit of the 
townsfolk that marked these festivities was not always regarded positively by the authorities. For this 
reason, different traditions developed in different regions. The military significance lessened over the 
course of the centuries and became meaningless with the creation of regular troops and garrisons for 
national defence. The Schiitzenfests however continued in the form of a regional patriotic tradition. 

Medals and decorations 
Shooting competitions are a way of life in the Germanic regions of Europe, especially in Switzerland. 
The initial Swiss Federal Shooting Festival (Eidgenossisches Schiitzenfest) was held in 1824. Federal 
contests along with cantonal level, city, and club competitions have continued through to the present 
day. 

Various awards for marksmanship have been won by the competitors. Shooting medals and shooting 
cups are the most common forms of award. Books illustrating and listing these awards have been 
published in Switzerland. 

Swiss shooting medals were struck in a variety of metals including gold, silver, bronze, white metal and 
aluminum, with silver being the most common. Mintages are very low with the average mintage of the 
45mm silver being 700-800 pieces. The scarcity of medals has increased over the years due to the 
awards being melted for bullion, being lost, and general attrition. The size of most medals range from 23 
millimeters to 62 millimeters with 45 mm being the most prevalent. 

Also minted to commemorate the Shooting Festival were shooting thalers. Swiss shooting thalers began 
mintage in 1842, and continue being minted today. They can be distinguished from shooting medals by 
their uniform size and temporary legal tender status. 


