
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG t FEST 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

der 31. OKTOBER-TAG VOR ALLERHEILIGEN / HALLOWEEN 

,,Streich oder SuBigkeit!" / ,,Trick or Treat!" 
,,suB oder saueres" 

was horrified at this act, with the tragic case being the subject of discussion for months. 

When her house was searched, a copy of Johann Wolfgang von Goethe's The Sorrow of Young 
Werther was found on Fanny's bedside table. This novel, while immensely popular, had a 
somewhat sinister celebrity - the tale of a heartbroken young man taking his own life was 
allegedly linked to a rash of suicides across Europe. Goethe himself would visit the site next year 
- he didn ' t have much to say, other than he'd visited it. 

The possessed - Gottliehin-Dittus-Haus, Mottlingen 

To finish, we have a tale with something approaching a happy ending. 

In the 1840s, in the smal l village ofMottlingen, on the edge of the Black Forest, near the town of 
Claw, lived young Gottliebin Dittus. 

This star Sunday school pupil seemed destined for a life of quiet piety, when the departure of her 
favorite pastor seemed to set her off. 

By this, we mean that things took a rather supernatural tum - all pointing to her. While she 
shrieked and convulsed, and there were ominous rumblings heard around town. 

Ghosts were allegedly seen flitting around her small cottage, and there are even reports of her 
throwing up nails and metal objects. 

It was at this point that the new pastor, Johann Christoph Blumhardt took control of the situation 
and proceeded with a series of exorcisms that lasted a whole two years, from 1841 to 1843. 

Eventually, when things seemed to be reaching a crescendo, and Gottliebin' s two siblings 
seemed to be starting to suocwnb to the same 'possession' , the supernatural activities abruptly 

stopped. 

Gottliebin would go on to marry, have three children, and work for the church, living another 
thirty years. For the rest of her life, however, there were many questions for her about her 
experiences - and what exactly she thought had possessed her. 

If you visit Mottlingen today, there's a small memorial and museum devoted to Gottliebin at her 
former home. It's perfectly safe to visit by day, but who knows what happens after dusk - to this 
day, the area has a reputation for strange supernatural occurrences. 
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