
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG t FEST 

"Bei uns ist immer was lost" 

der 31 . OKTOBER-TAG VOR ALLERHEILIGEN / HALLOWEEN 

,,Streich oder SuBigkeit!" / ,,Trick or Treat!" 
,,suB oder saueres" 

The family feud - Diisscldorf Castle 

We're used to watching family squabbles turn deadly in shows like ' House of the Dragon ' - but 
did you know George R. R. Martin's work is heavily influenced by European medieval and early 

modem history? 

One story worthy of the Targeryens is the sad fate of Jakobea von Baden. A lively and beautifol 
young wornan, Jakobea was pledged to rnarry Duke Johann Wilhelm of Berg, who ruled the area 

around D0sseldorf in the late 16th century. 

Unfortunately for Jakobea, Duke Johann had a mental health condition and was quite often 
violent. In fact, he was so afflicted, a counci l ruled in his stead. Her sister-in-law Sybille was 
also a real piece of work, suspecting Jakobea of trying to take over the duchy. 

When the Duke died, Jakobea thought that she rnay at least be able to improve her condition, 
while also working at improving the lot of her subjects. However, before she could act, she was 
found dead in her room in a tower of the Diisseldorf Castle on September 3rd, 1597. 

Sybille claimed that Jakobea bad died of a stroke, but those who attended her funeral would 
often comment on the bruises around her neck for years afterwards. 

Today the castle's tower is the only part that remains, and this is where Jakobea has been seen 
floating around the top of the Turm - quite a terrifying sight if you think about it! 
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