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Germany's Easter Fires 

FINDING THE''LIGHT'' 
IN SPRINGTIME -

GE 'S EASTER FIRES 
Finding the "Light" in 
Springtime - Germany's 
Easter Fires 
With pagan origins, Spring 
bonfires in Germany and Austria 

have been adapted as more of 
a "Welcoming to Spring and 
Easter" tradi tion in both 
countries. 

Although pagan in nature, this right of spring in Germany 
and Austria has been translated into more suitable symbols 

for the Easter holiday. 

Shortly before Easter Sunday, boys and young men in 
many pans of Germany and Austria are busy collecting 
old Christmas trees, scrap wood, anything burnable, as 
well as cans of tar and gasoline. They carry their loot up 
to the nearest hilltops, the middle of a field, a beach or a 
riverbank, heaping it up to form conical mounds. Late in 
the evening, the entire commw1.ity gathers here, ,md huge 
bonfires are started and usually kept burning until Easter 
Sunday Mass begins the next morning. They sit around 
the fire, eat, drink, socialize, and sing songs. Often, the 
young ones dance around the fire and some throw flower 
wreaths into it, saying a magical message. And many com
mmuties practice the custom of hopping across the flames 

as a sign of courage, and to impress the girls. Many en
gage in a sort of contest as to which village produces tl1e 
highest £la.mes; some use cranes to heave logs on top of 
the pile. 
In other parts of the world, fire is the about the last 

thing one associates with Easter. What come tO mind, are 
everybody's cheerful "Frohe Ostern" greeting, Easter 
markets (see GL April/May 2012), or painting or dye
ing hard-boiled eggs and hiding them for the chil.dren's 
egg hunt. Customs include baking cakes in the form of a 
reclining lamb, and setting the lunch table in the bright 
spring colors of mint, yellow, and pink. Large vases are 
filled with green twigs, from which elaborately decorated 


