
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

OCTOBER 3-DAY OF GERMAN UNITY I TAG DER EINHEIT 

Germany marks 23 years of reunification 
Celebrations across Germany have marked the country's Day of Unity, with tens of 
thousands drawn to the main ceremony in Stuttgart. Among those present were German 

Chancellor Angela Merkel and President Joachim Gauck. 

Some 40o,ooo people took pa1t in the official reunification celebrations on Thm-sday in Stuttgatt, 

which began with an ecumenical church service led by the country's top Catholic and Protestant 

clerics. 

The rest of the day was devoted to German cultural exhibits and 

entertainment around Stuttgart. 

Every year on October 3, a different city plays host to the official 

Day of German Unity celebrations to mark the peaceful 

unification of the former East and West Germany in 1990. 

President Gauck (pictured above) officially open c..'<! the festivities 

with a spc...oecb at the Stuttgart's Liederhalle convention center. He 

referred to Germany's leading role in the international community 

in his comments. 

"Our country is not an L~land," Gauck said. "We should not be 

under the illusion, that we can be spared from political and 

economic, ecologic and military conflicts if we don't take part in 

finding their solutions." 

Gauck qualified this, however, by saying tEere was a balance to be sought. 

Day of German Unity 
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Controversial National History 

Germany has no "national holiday" comparable, 
for instance, to the 4th of July in the United States. 
This is a consequence of Germany's changing 
and controversial history. The 9th of November, 
for instance, might have become such a holiday, 
commemorating the 1918 revolution and the estat
lishment of the republic. However, the Munich 
Nazi putsch of 1923 and the "Crystal Night" of 
1938, which brought the Nazi prosecution of the 
Jews to a first cl-imax, also took place on Novem
ber 9th. March 18 was long commemorated by 
Social Democrats and other democratic organi-

zations as the anniversary of the 1848 March 
revolution but never became a generally accept
ed national holiday. On the other hand, January 
31st. the day of the crowning of the Pruss ian king 
as German emperor in Versailles in 1871, is too 
much laden with nationalistic and imperialistic 
memories to become a holiday. May 8th is cele
brated in East Germany as the anniversary of 
the liberation from fascism in 1945, but not in 
West Germany. June 17th is a legal holiday in 
West Germany, commemorating a 1953 revolt in 
East Germany; however, its observance is limited 
to official ceremonies, and it is probably too 
much a product of the political climate of the 
1950s to remain a national holiday for very long. 

"1 would not want Germany to start taking on a larger role in order to patronize other countries. But 

then I also would not want Gern1any to seek only a minimal [international] role just to avoid showing 

solidarity or taking risks," Gauck said. 


