
Yet this kind of "psychological imprisonment" is precisely what the government of the former 
East Germany, or German Democratic Republic (GDR), did for nearly half a century. The Berlin 
Wall was built in 1961 and it was not breached until 1989. Until then, East German citizens were 

not free to travel beyond certain communist eastern bloc countries. And they were notfree to 
"think" and "act" precisely as they wished either, with "thought control" on the centrally planned 
agenda for anyone who strayed from the official communist party line. (The excellent Oscar
winning film "The Lives of Others" is a haunting fictionalized chronicle of what it may have felt 
like for artists, intellectuals and anyone else with "dissident thoughts" in the former East 
Germany.) 

And then, on October 3, 1990, in a fast-paced diplomatic feat that was truly a magical moment in 
European history, German unification was achieved. Five "new" eastern states joined the former 
West Germany to create a united Germany of l 6 federal states, one of which is Berlin, the 
formerly divided capital city. 

This unity would not have been possible without the staunch support of Germany's allies
notably former US President George H.W. Bush and former US Secretary of State james A. Baker, 
as well as former Soviet leader Mikhail S. Gorbachev. They were crucial, along with the West 
German government of Federal Chancellor Helmut Kohl and Foreign Secretary Hans-Dietrich 
Genscher, in securing the 'Two Plus Four Agreement" that sealed the deal on German unity. It 
was negotiated in 1990 between the Federal Republic of Germany and the German Democratic 
Republic (the titular ''Two") and the Four Powers which occupied Germany at the end of World 
War II in Europe: France, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom and the United States. 

This "history" should not be forgotten, and- although Sting may disagree here- it really can 
teach us something. Some young people today might, for instance, ask themselves: "But why did 
they build that Wall in Berlin in the first place?'' To them this is history, because it all went down 
well before they were born. 

The Day of German Unity plays a significant role in reminding all Germans that once, not too 
long ago, theirs was a nation divided. It is celebrated annually on October 3 as an official holiday 
marking the precise moment in time when a nation that was artificially divided and suspended 
for decades in a seemingly impassable Cold War deep freeze suddenly emerged into a new dawn 
that brought democracy to all German citizens. 

The courage of all East Germans who risked their lives seeking freedom - including those who 
sought to flee westwards and perished at the hands of border guards with shoot-to-kill orders -
should never be forgotten. Many East Germans moreover gathered in the late 1980's to 
demonstrate for freedom in the famous "Monday Demonstrations" in Leipzig, as well as in other 
cities. They, too, contributed to the demise of the GDR. 

And so this turning point in German history must always be remembered and celebrated, for it 
continues to teach us all something -that freedom should never be taken for granted. 
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October 3 - Day of German Unity 

German Unity Day that is celebrated on October 3 every year was introduced as a 
national holiday in Germany in 1990. It marks the reunification of the two German states 
that was completed on this day. 
This holiday replaced a public holiday that was held on June 17 in the Federal Republic 
and the "Republic Day" in the GDR that was held on the 7th Octobe_r_. __ 


