
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

OCTOBER 3-DAY OF GERMAN UNITY 

The Day of German Unity, Germany's national holiday, marks the day in 1990 on which the German 

Democratic Republic (East) acceded to the Federal Republic of Germany. More than remembering the 

wall, fences and armed guards that separated East from West during the Cold War, the Day of German 

Unity is a time to celebrate the peaceful unification and a time to renew the commitment to using 

freedom to help shape our world. 

Since 1990, Germans have celebrated their national holiday on 
October 3, the day of the official unification of West and East . 
Germany. Mass demonstrations in the former German DemocratiC 
Republic (GDR) triggered the fall of the Berlin Wall on November 
9, 1989 and finally led to the unification of the formerly divided 
states. The first national day was celebrated with a huge 
ceremony in Berlin and, since then, each year a different German 
city has hosted the commemorative festivities. 
Prior to 1990, Germany did not have a national day. Instead, May 
23, the day that marked the introduction of Germany's 
constitution (Grundgesetz) was used as a substitute. June 17 
marked the anniversary of the victims of an upheaval in 1953, 
when people In the GDR had demanded their democratic rights 
and wAre bloodily suppressed~he Soviet army. 
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Germans celebrate reunification on 3 

October 1990 with fireworks over the 

Reich stag. 

(©dpa/ picture-alliance) 

"History shall teach us nothing," Sting once crooned on 
his second post-Police 1980s solo album, "Nothing Like 
the Sun". 

Although I was a major fan of the British band The 
Police and lead singer Sting at the time, during the early 
days of my Generation X adolescence, I tend to disagree 
with Sting on this one point. 

His song "If You Love Somebody Set Them Free", a 
major radio hit of the era from his first solo effort, "The 
Dream of the Blue Turtles", is more of a universal 
mantra to my mind. It is about not trying to control 
someone in the romantic sense: "You can't control an 
independent heart I Can't tear the one you love apart." 

This sentiment could, moreover, be easily applied to the 
wider public sphere, for instance that governments 
should not seek to control their citizens, to imprison 
them in any way, shape or form. This is the foundation 
of freedom and democratic thought as rooted in the 
ancient ideals of Aristotles, who coined the phrase 
"demos", to zen Buddhist thought to the Age of 
Enlightenment to the largely British (Hobbes, Locke) and 
French (Rousseau, Montesquieu) philosophers who laid 
the foundations of modern western democracy to the 

Founding Fathers -and Mothers (Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton) -of the United States 
of America. · 


