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Rural communities at a disadvantage 

The report also highlighted rural communities in the east. It said living conditions were increasingly 

unequal between "prospering regions" such as Berlin, Leipzig, Dresden and Erfurt and weak areas of 

emigration such as in rural landscapes. 

However, there has been major progress in east Germany's journey since reunification, like the 

labour market developing positively. 

According to the report, the unemployment rate in the east was more than 10 percentage points 

lower than in the west at the beginning of the 2000s, and only 2.3 percentage points lower in 2017. 

It is also said that eastern Germany is particularly strong in research into key technologies. 

In the former east, roles of men and women were considered equal, meaning both sexes tended to 

work. 

This is reflected in the study, with women accounting for just under 50 percent of all workers. 

Balancing professional and family life appears to be easier in the east than in the west, according to 

the report. 

But there were still wage differences, and average incomes were lower than in west Germany. 

Hate crimes 

Although the number of right wing hate crimes fell throughout Germany from 1,600 in 2016 to 1,054 

in 2017, more than 50% of the right-wing extremist acts happened in eastern Germany. 

A total of 572 offences took place in east German states last year and 774 in 2016, according to the 

figures. 

Eastern Germany has a strong connection to far-right activities, although they involve a minority of 

citizens. There have been far-right protests recently in the eastern German city of Chemnitz, 

sparked by the death of a German man, allegedly by asylum seekers. Dresden, also in the east, is 

where the far-right anti-Islam Pegida movement was launched. 

The Federal Government's strategy for the Prevention of Extremism and the Promotion of 

Democracy aims to go "nationwide" into schools, districts, associations and other social areas in a 

bid to crack down on extremism. 


