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Over the past 10 years, the difference between eastern and western Germany has narrowed by 4.2 

percentage points. 

'The trend is therefore clear," states the report. "The gap between east and west is narrowing 

further, but east Germany's economic power is approaching west Germany only very slowly." 

'Young people leaving' 

At the beginning of the 1990s there was a mass exodus of east German citizens leaving, 

particularly young, well-qualified people. According to the report, this had long term consequences. 

The Berlin Wall, which fell in a peaceful revolution on November 9th,1989, ended four decades of 

post-war division and paved the way to reunification 11 months later. 

Analysts have previously said that the fall of the wall sparked this major emigration movement, but 

this has slowed in recent years. 

Despite an increase in the birth rate, the population continues to decline, especially the number of 

people who are able to work. It means ageing is progressing faster in the east than in the west 

German states. 

"This affects the balance of economic strength and living conditions in many ways," the report 

states. The government says it intends to continue its efforts to reduce existing structural 

weaknesses in the east. 

Currently 59 percent of the eastern states' population is of working age (between 20 and 64) while a 

quarter are old enough to retire (65 years and older). 

By 2030, the economy ministry estimates that only 52 percent of the population will be working and 

32 percent will have retired. 

While western Germany is experiencing similar demographic patterns, the process is less 

noticeable. 

The less favourable age structure compared with western Germany and the lower settlement 

density in many eastern German regions is already limiting the number of skilled workers. 

"In about two thirds of all occupations, the situation has deteriorated further over the past five 

years; this is particularly true in eastern Germany," says the report. 


