
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

OCTOBER 3-DAY OF GERMAN UNITY 

The study was published ahead of Tag der Deutschen Einheit' - German Unity Day - which is a 

national holiday throughout the country and takes place on October 3rd to celebrate east and west 

Germany's official reunion in 1990. 

'Wounds still hurt today' 

The report authors said the road to unity was lined with "both success and setbacks". 

They wrote: "We are proud of the strength with which the people of the east in particular have 

mastered the fundamental changes" and added that they were "grateful for their courage and 

perseverance". 

However they acknowledged that German unity "does not satisfy all citizens" despite the 

"impressive successes achieved". 

They said that particularly in eastern Germany "the wounds still hurt today, which were not only 

caused by the dictatorship, but also by the economic and social upheaval in the former GDR 

(German Democratic Republic)." 

Christian Hirte (CDU), the government's commissioner for the five former communist states, said 

that differences highlighted in the report were still evident in everyday eastern German life. 

"Despite all the successes, we still see a high degree of dissatisfaction and skepticism," he said. 

"We must take this seriously. The Federal Government must create opportunities in the east, 

particularly given attitudes towards the establishment and public authorities, or the structural 

changes we're seeing in coal mining areas." 

Gap is closing - slowly 

The positive development of the east German economy continued in 201 7. Gross domestic product 

(GDP) rose by 1.9 percent (compared to 2.3 percent in western Germany) and the unemployment 

rate fell to 7.1 percent in December last year, compared with 8.7 per cent in the previous year, the 

study says. 

Last year, the overall GDP per inhabitant in the east was 73.2 percent of that in the west, largely 

unchanged from the previous year. 


