
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

OCTOBER 3-DAY OF GERMAN UNITY 

'ihe East definitely votes differently than the West," says historian Frank Bosch from the Leibniz Center for Contempora1y History in 

Potsdam. However, he means voting is generally different, not just where the AfD is concerned. 

"That aJso applies to the Left party, which was the main party in the East for a long time and still is in various ways," Bosch emphasizes. 

He also points to the fact that "the established parties," like Merkel's conservatives, as well as the Social Democrats (SPD),.the liberal Free 

Democrats (FDP) and the Green party, lack clout. But he adds that the AID "isn't a purely East German phenomenon." 

A quick look at the political map of Germany confirms that the AfD has a nationwide presence. Indeed, it has been the largest opposition party 

in the Bundestag since 2017. 

Bosch says that the notion that there might be more to the party's success in "the prosperous south" than economic weakness or xenophobia. 

In Bavaria, the AID, which has called for less migration, clinched 10% of the vote for the state parliament, and took 15% in the wea]U1y 

neighboring state of Badea-Wiirtlcmberg. 

The former West Germany more cosmopolitan 

At over 12%, Germany's two most financially successful states, Bavaria and Baden-Wiirttemberg, have higher than average populations of 

foreigners. But basing the AfD's success on that aJone would be too simplistic. If that were the case, the AfD would be a niche party in the East , 

where only 5% of the population is non-German. 

What is clear, says Wanderwitz is that with the exception of the capital Berlin, which is located in the former East, and attractive university 

cities like Leipzig, Dresden or Potsdam, the appeal of the western states looks set to remain stronger than the draw of the eastern states for a 

longtime. 

Recently at the release of the annual report on German unity, he told an anecdote about his high school class' 25th reunion. The number of 

those who had stayed in Saxony, a state that was part of former East Germany, could be counted on one band. 

"The rest of them lived in the former West, Switzerland, and Austria," he said. 

Wanderwitz firmly believes that the trend for people to move away is slowing down: "It's no longer everybody in a whole school year that is 

Jeavii1g. In fact, hardly anybody is going." 

And if anybody does leave, it is to go away and study, "and ideaJ]y most of them will come back," Wanderwitz adds. Of course, it all depends 

011 narrowing the gap in living conditions . And if that does not happen.. whole school classes might once again leave the East and go West - to 

stay. 

East-West bonds: DW's Bettina Stehkamper is from West Germany, her husband from the East - their children can't remember who's from where 


