
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

OCTOBER 3- DAY OF GERMAN UNITY 

From the Volkskammer to the Bundestag 

Commissioner Wanderwitz is a member of Chancellor Angela Merkel's conservative 

Christian Democrats (CDU). Still, be finds common ground with Dagmar Enkelmann, 

of the socialist Left party, on the other side of the political spectrum - in pait because 

they both hail from the former East. 

Enkelmann is the chair of a Left-affiliated political foundation named after the famous 

revolutionary Rosa Luxemburg. She, too, highlights the economic differences that 

remain between today's East and West. She tells DW the differences "mean that the 

East needs to speed up." 

Marco Wande1witz is hoping for the enphoria to return 
She feels a lot of work has to be done "to reverse the trends in areas like regional 

development and promoting economic structures." She has been a member of both East Germany's old communist-era legislature, the 

Volkskarnmer, and Germany's present-day parliament, the Bundestag. 

Initially not a fan of German reunification, Enkelmann has since bad a change of heart: "The world bas become more colorful and the air is 

cleaner." 

And she enjoys tbe freedom to see things for herself and draw her own conclusions: 

Citizens of the former East Germany, she explains, really only knew the West from what 

they got to see on their television screens. 

Since 1990, they have been able to travel the world. "In that time, I've seen so much," she 

says. 

Bring back 'elation of reunification' 

Enkelmann is critical of the injustices that she believes slill exist, but overall she has a 

positive view of the overall impact of reunification: "It was the right path for most people 

in Germany." Enkelmann gets goose bumps when she looks at photos from October 3, 

1990. The euphoria "is, somehow, still there," she believes. 

Dagmar Enkelmann had her doubts about reunification 

This euphoria, or as Wanderwitz puts it, "the elation of Reunification," is something he hopes can be revived. This would require support from 

the broader population and policymakers. 

But one thing that worries both Wanderwitz and Enkelmann is the lack of appreciation for democrac,-y in eastern Germany: Only 78% consider 

it the best system, compared to 91% in the western states. 

T n recent years Eastern Germany 

bas seen the rise of r ight-wing 

extremist parties and a relatively 

large number of right-wing 
I . . extrerrust enmes. 

Wanderwitz believes this must be 

fixed. It is a topic that "politicians 

and society should care about," not 

)east for economic reasons. If the 

eastern states want to maintain 

!economic strength and keep 

,services in the region, "They'll only 

be able to do that with migration." 

¼any young people still head West 

because that's where almost all of 

the big automotive and chemical 

industries are located. Still, 

Wanderwi.tz hopes that the eastern 

states that have been pa1t of 

Germany for 30 years now, wi.11 see 

more people move there in future. 


