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"Bei uns ist immer was losl" 
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WHAT IF GERMANY HAD NEVER BEEN REUNITED? 
In a Europe without the single currency, smaller countries would have been able to devalue their money in the 

wake of the economic crash of 2008. Greece could have picked its own course out of the crisis rather than 

being beholden to Germany's strict economic playbook. 

Muller also argues that reunification set a precedent which is eroding the foundations of the EU from the bottom . 
. 

By legitimizing nationalism, it "blew wind into the sails of the nationalist idea" leading to Scottish and Catalonia 
independence struggles taking place today, he .says. 

Without reunification, Germany would have chosen the path of a federal Europe where continental institutions 
were more important than ethnic nationalism. 

Staadt agrees that united Germany has a serious image problem in eastern Europe. It is seen as "too influential 

and too much of a school teacher." 

But he questions whether an independent GDR would have been more sympathetic to the sensitivities of the 

former east bloc. 

"The East Germans always saw themselves as something different, something better than the rest of the 

eastern bloc." -- --
He points out that Chancellor Angela Merkel's experience growing up in the GDR has given her no particular 

sensitivity to the worries of Polar:id, Hungary and co. 

Everything was better then? 

But, aside from the speculation on whether no reunification would have been better, there is one fundamental 

flaw in the thought experiment. 
The GDR had no democratic legitimacy. Only around 14 percent of East Germans in 1990 voted for parties that 

supported that maintenance of the socialist state. In the West, the Green Party were the only party that explicitly 

rejected unification and they were voted out of parliament. 

Meanwhile today the idea holds even less sway - only three percent of east Germans say they would like to live 

in a separate state. 

But that doesn't mean east Germans reject everything a continuity GDR could have represented. 

"Surveys show that east Germans miss values that existed in the GDR, but that they don't miss the system 

that implemented them," says Staadt. 
The poorer eastern population still holds onto the socialist notion of equality, whereas the west prizes freedom. 

The continued disparity in wealth and living standards is "unjustifiable" says Staadt. 

But believing that an independent East would have been better off? That's just wishful thinking. 


