
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

OCTOBER 3-DAY OF GERMAN UNITY 

TIMELINE FROM FALL OF WALL TO GERMAN UNITY 

July 22 
The People's Chamber passes a law establishing 
five states in the GDR. 

August 23 
ThePeople'sChamberintheGDRagreestounite 
with the Federal Republic of Germany on Octo
ber 3, 1990. 

August 31 
The Unification Treaty is signed in Berlin. 

October 1-2 
The document suspending Four-Power rights is 
signed in New York 

October 3 
The two German states are united in accordance 
with Article 23 of the Basic Law. 

October 14 
Elections to the state parliaments are held in the 
five new states. 

December 2 
The first all-German elections to the German 
Bundestag are held. The results are as follows: 

CDU /CSU (Christian Democratic Un.ion/ 
Social Democratic Union) 
............... ............................... 43.8% and 319 seats 

SPD (Social Democratic Party of 
Germany) ............................ 33.5% and 239 seats 

FOP (Free Democratic Party) 
....... .............. ........... ............... . 11.0% and 79 seats 

* PDS (Party of Democratic Socialism) 
(former SEO) ............. .............. 2.4% and 17 seats 

* Bi.indnis '90 (Union '90 - A union 
of some smaller parties) ....... .... 1.2% and 8 seats 

Chancellor Kohl becomes the first chancellor of 
a united Germany. 

* These two parties won their seats based upon 
the election results in the fomler German 
Democratic Republic. 

German Unification 
T heyearsof1989and 1990wereexciting 

ones for Central and Eastern Europe. 
New democracies emerged in an area that 
had been part of a repressive system domi
nated by the Soviet Union since the Second 
World War. 

The changes that have come about are 
the direct result of bold and far-sighted re
form policies set by Soviet president Mikhail 
Gorbachev. He introduced new thinking in 
Soviet foreign and security policy that con
tributed toward the evolution of a new part
nership between East and West. 

Sensing that the Soviets would not inter
fere in their drive to freedom, the citizens of 
the former German Dernocratic Republic 
held massive, yet peaceful, demonstrations 
protesting the policies of their own govern-

ment. They shouted ''We are the people," 
and they denied their allegiance to their own 
government. Th.is led to the collapse of the 
Commw1ist party and the dissolution of the 
much hated secret police. 

The drive for unification with the Fed
eral Republic of Germany gained momen
tum when the citizens of the former German 
Democratic Republic realized how luxuri
ously the party bosses of their socialist sys
tem had been living while they themseh·es 
had endured food shortages, substandard 
housing, and extensive environmental pol
lution. 

The following chronicle gi\·es some 
background on the partition of Gem1any as 
a result of World War II and highlights of the 
events that ultimately led to the unification 
of Germany on October 3, 1990. 


