
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

OCTOBER 3-DAY OF GERMAN UNITY 

TIMELINE FROM FALL OF WALL TO GERMAN UNITY 

July 23, 1951 
ThefivestatesoftheGDR-Thuringia,Saxony, 
Saxony-Anhalt, Brandenburg, and 
Mecklenburg- are dissolved. Instead, the na
tion becomes a centralized state made up of 14 
newly formed administrative districts. 

June 17, 1953 
In East Berlin and the GDR, Soviet tanks bru
tally crush an uprising led by workers protesting 
economic suppression by the SED-Regime. 
More than 300 people are killed. In memory of 
this uprising, citizens of the Federal Republic 
celebrate June 17 as the Day of National Unity. 
Since unification, the memorial day has been 
abolished. 

August 13, 1961 
The East German government builds the Berlin 
Wall to prevent people from leaving East Ger
many. Up to this time more than three million 
people have fled to the West, preferring to live in 
a free society. 

Twenty-eight miles of wall separate the two 
parts of the city. Armed guards, barbed wire, 
watchtowers, dogs, mines, and electric fences 
block any escape from the East. <;)ver the years 
many people attempt to escape to freedo1n; a few 
succeed, but more than 170 d ie, and many more 
are injured by gunfire from border guards. 

3. The Events of 1989 
Summer and Fall of 1989 
Duringthlstime,importantchangestakeplacein 
Eastern Europe. Hungary tears down its part of 
the "Iron Curtain" by opening its borders with 
Austria. Poland elects a non-communist prime 
minister. Thesechanges prompt tens of thousands 
of East Ger.mans - mostly young people - to 
emigrate to the Federal Republic via Hungary, 
Poland, and Czechoslovakia. More than 300,000 
people leave East Germany. At the same time, 
many more East German citizens participate in 
peaceful demonstrations, demanding free elec
tions, economic reforms, and unrestricted travel 
abroad. 

September 11, 1989 
Hungary opens its borders to Austria. Within 
days, some 15,000 citizens of the GDR leave for 
the Federal Republic. 

September 30, 1989 
East German refugees seeking asylum in the 
German embassies in Prague and Warsaw are 
permitted to leave for the West in special trains. 

October 9, 1989 
More than 100,000 East Germans protest against 
the SED-Regi.me in Leipzig, chanting "Wir sind 
das Volk" (We are the people). Erich Honecker, 
Secretary General of the SED and Chairman of 
the Council of State, gives explicit orders to squash 
the protest- if necessary, with the use of force. 
However, his own troops refuse to respond to 
that demand. 

October 18, 1989 
Honecker is removed from the office that he has 
held for 18 years and is replaced by Egon Krenz. 

November 4, 1989 
Nearly one million East Germans participate in a 
peaceful demonstration in East Berlin. 

November 7, 1989 
The East German government resigns under 
pressure. 

November 8, 1989 
The collective leadership of the former SEO re
signs. 

November 9, 1989 
In order to pacify thedemonstratorsandstem the 
continuing tide of emigration, a new leadership 
suddenly agrees to open the crossing points to 
the Federal Republic at the Berlin Wall and along 
the border. During the night of November 9, 
millions of East Germans cross the borders to the 
West to celebrate their newly won freedom to 
travel. By December 1, more than nine million 
people have visited West Berlin and the Federal 
Republic. Since East German money is of no 
value in the West, all East German visitors receive 
a one-time payment of 100 German marks from 
the government of the FRG as "welcome money." 

November 13, 1989 
Hans Mod row becomes the Prime Minister of an 
interim government until elections can be held. 


