
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

OCTOBER 3-DAY OF GERMAN UNITY 

TIMELINE FROM FALL OF WALL TO GERMAN UNITY 

Highlights of the Divisio~ 

and Unification of Germany 

1. Background on the Partition of Germany 

February 1945 
During the Yalta (Crimea) Conference, the three 
major allied powers of World War II - the 
United States, Great Britain,and the Soviet Union 
(represented by President Roosevelt, Prime Min
ister Churchill, and Soviet Premier Stalin respec
tively )-decide on the partition of Germany and 
Europe into two major spheres of influence: West 
and East. 

Moy 8, 1945 
Gemlany surrenders unconditionally to the Al
lies. 

June S, 194S 
The four Allied powers - the United States, 
Great Britain, the Soviet Union, and France -
assume full administrative powers over Ger
many. The country and its capital, Berlin, are 
eachdividedintofourrnilitaryoccupationzones. 
This is to be a temporary solution until an 
agreement is worked out among the Allies con
cerning Germany's fuhire. The political and so
cial aims of the Allied powers soon prove, how
ever, to be incompatible, and Gennany becomes 
a battlefield in the cold war between East and 
West. 

July 17 · August 8, 194S 
The Potsdam Agreement, signed by Truman, 
Churchill,and Stalin, transfers the administration 
of the eastern parts of Germany - Silesia, 
Pomerania, and East Prussia -to Poland and the 
Soviet Union. Twelve million Germans are ex
pelled from these areas and resettled in the four 
Allied occupation zones. 

June 20, 1948 
A currency reform in the three western occupa
tion zones puts a new German mark on a solid 
footing and makes it competitive in the interna
tional market. Three days later the Soviet occupa
tion zone conducts its own currency reform. 

June 24, 1948 · Moy 12, 1949 
The Soviet Union blockades all land access rou tes 
to West Berlin, which is jointly administered by 
the three western Allied powers. An airlift by 
mostly American and British planes supplies the 
city of West Berlin with food and fuel. 

2. The Founding of Two Separate German 
Nations 

Spring and Summer of 1949 
The ideological conflicts between East and West 
lead to the division of Germany into two sepa
rate nations. The western Allies sanction the 
formation of a constitutional assembly in the 
three western zones of occupation. 

Moy 23, 1949 
This day is considered the birthday oftheFederal 
Republic of Germany. On this day the Basic 
Law (the constitution) is published. The first 
elections to the Bundestag (House of Repre
sentatives) are held onAugust14, 1949. The first 
federal president, Theodor Heuss, is elected 
September 12, and the first federal government 
is formed September 20, with the election of 
Konrad Adenauer as federal chancellor. 

Odober 7, 1949 
This day is considered the birthday of the 
German Democratic Republic (GDR). A newly 
elected People's Congress, which convenes as 
the Volkskammer(People' sChamber), and the 
Soviet military administration confirm the 
constihition that goes into effect on October 7, 
1949. The chairman ofthe former SED (Socialist 
Unity Party), Wilhelm Pieck, becomes the first 
president, and the Volkskammer instructs Otto 
Grotewohl to form the first provisional gov
ernment. The administrative functions of the 
Soviet military are transferred to this govern
ment. 


