
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

OCTOBER 3- DAY OF GERMAN UNITY 
urns. Citizens need to be educated! T he state obliges them to con
tribute to the state pension fund, have medical insurance, and even 
support state broadcasting through a mandatory tax on TV/radio 
owners, etc. In return, the state guarantees far more security to its cit
izens thm Americans are used to. But not, of course, the degree of se
curity the Ossis were used to. So notions such as collectivism and 
individualism are relative. So too is the attitude toward risk-taking, 
tolerance of ambiguity, and so on. What the Wessis lin<l irritating in 
the Ossis- an unwillingness to stand on their own feet and the some
times querulous expectation that the good things in life are "owed" to 
them-the Americans could find irritating in the Wessis. 

Resentment grew daify. The Wessis started dismissing the Ossis as 
lazy, stubborn, greedy and corrupt and the Ossis saw the Wessis as ar
rogant, know-all, greedy and corrupt. The divide, which quickly be
came lmown as the "wall in the head," g-rew even deeper. It still exists 
today, although it is no longer quite as widespread. The most bitter 
Ossis ai-e those who lost their livelihood and way of life at a time in 
their lives-I'd say over 3 5- when they were set in their ways and un
able to make the quantum leap required to shape up in a foreign west
ern world. The younger Ossis, children and youth at the time of 
unification, have had a much easier time. But the fact that the PDS, 
the socialist successor party to the communist state party SED, con
tinues to enjoy considerable support throughout the new Lander says 
a lot about the nostalgia that many Ossis feel about the old days, 
which may not have been all that good, but were certainly nowhere 
near as bad as the Wessis make them out to be. 


