
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

OCTOBER 3-DAY OF GERMAN UNITY 

rate soared up to 90 percent in some unfortunate areas-indeed, the 
overall average often reached around 30 percent in those early years. 
And throughout this almost unimaginable period of radical change, 
the west, which became ]mown as the old Lander or states, kept telling 
the east, the new Lander, what to do and how to do it. The Wessis 
always seemed to know everything better, and since it was their 
money which was being poured into the new Lander, many felt they 
had the right to dictate terms. 

OSSIS AND WESSIS 

The above mini-account of unification is hopelessly inadequate to 
convey what actually happened at the beginning of the 1990s. Hardly 
had the whole of united Germany recovered from the heady celebra
tions which marked the historic events when cold sobriety set in. The 
sheer enormousness of the undertaking in both economic and human 
terms left evervbodv reeline-. The Wessis began to comprehend what 
unification was going to cost them on a very personal level, and de
spite government promises to the contrary, a hefty solidarity tax-7 .5 
percent of income tax-was introduced fairly fast. It has since been 
reduced to 5 .5 percent, but is obviously around to stay for quite a 
while. At the same time, the Ossis began to comprehend that things 
were going to get much worse before they got better. Nasty epithets 
started to fly fr.eely across the non-existent border. Then came the 
Stasi (East German secret police) revelations, and the realization that 
the Stasi had infiltrated the country to a horrendous extent, enlisting 
"help" from ordinary citizens who had supplied them with sometimes 
damaging, sometimes innocuous information in return for favors. 
These favors were often no more than a better education for their 
children, permission to see family in West Germany or the right to 
travel outside the communist bloc. So, as it later became evident 
through extensive investigations, a large percentage of the East Ger
man population had "worked" for the Stasi as "informal collabora
tors" (IM). This to the Wessis was an unforgivable sin, no matter 
what the circumstances, and caused the hoards of ex-IMs to become 
social outcasts, with many losing their jobs. Many, no doubt, deserved 
to. But part of the human problem lay in the Wessi attitude of supe
rior rectitude, and the growing feeling on the part of the Ossis that 
w1ification, once viewed as a friendly merger, was more of ,l hostile 
takeover. 


