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German reunification: What still divides East and West? 

"Germany is full of different dialects - why is it that the Eastern ones are always 

ridiculed?" he asks. "It shows just who's more narrow-minded." 

According to him, the East's communist past has actually Jed people from there to be more 

critical of the government and "significantly less religious" than those from the former 

West. 

"U anything, many West Germans should take a close look at their own old-fashioned 

opinions before they judge others," he argues. 

Indeed, according to a different Pew Research Center poll, six-in-ten adults in the former 

West said religion is ve1y or somewhat important in their lives, whereas an identical share 

of those in the former East said religion is not too or not at all impo1tant. 

On the right path 

From Hamburg to Munich, Germans speak various dialects 

The sense of division between former East and West also remains when it comes to politics. Attitudes toward the EU, for example, are 

different, and although Germans are generally pro-European Union, the share of adults who have a favorable view of the EU is higher in the 

former West. So is their !\l m·•·,d ,euse, f, ,ptilm~m about the future. 

Additionally, the relative popularity of the 1ight-wing populist "Alternative fiir Deutschland" party (AID) in Eastern Germany is , it·" ni , i1h 

·011cern m thP West . Twenty-fom percent of adults in the East express a favorable view of the party, compared to only 12% in the forme1· 

West. 

"\"lhilst young people didn't grow up in a divided Germany, I think they still inherited a Jot from their parents and grandparents about how 

they see the world and how open they are to it," says 32-year-old Laura, who grew up in a western neighborhood in Berlin. 

"Whereas kids in the West and their parents didn't know anything but an open world, older generations in the East never had to deal with 

foreigners, and also didn't know bow to once these foreigners staited to show up after the wall came down," she explains. 

- "I think that's also where the higher levels of racism in the East come from. There was 

just a lot of fear," says Laura. 

Those living in the former East today are indeed more likely than their Western 

cou.nterparts to have an unfavorable view of Muslims (36% vs. 22%) and about twice as 

likely to have an unfavorable view of Jews (12% vs. 5%). 

The good news, however, is that despite noticeable differences in political views and 

,.,. 11,m < ,.. •\ 1h, Germans from all backgrounds overwhelmingly believe the 

reunification was a positive development. Germans stroll along the Berlin Wall in 1990. The sense of 

division remains - but gaps arc continuously closing 
"Just like with everything else in life: Better drop the prejudice or you can miss out on 

some amazing people," Anna, a 32-year-old marketing manager from Cologne says in laughter, explaining that she herself is the daughter of a 

father from the former West and a mother from the former East. 

And if current trends continue, Germany is very likely to close all the gaps between former East and West- sooner rather than later. 


