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German reunification: What still divides East and West? 

People in the former East earn less than those in the 

fonner West, but some see more to that than just figures 

But many from the former East- and West- beg to differ. "One :;tereol\ P•' 11,out 

Ea~1ernl'rs is that they're lazy, but that's obviously not true," says Chris, a 33-year-old 

engineer from Kaiserslautern, who now lives in Berlin. Like tl1e other interviewees he 

did not want to read his full name in this article. 

To him, the former East could possibly be poorer "due t o a vicious circle," in which 

skilled workers leave in search for better salaries, leading major companies to locate 

their headqua11ers in the former West, leading to even more people leaving tbe former 

East. 

"All colleagues of mine who come from the former East left for the same reason," be 

explains, and a colleague of his, 29-year-old Andreas, who grew up in Cottbus, agrees: 

"My mom still lives in my hometown, but there weren't job opportunities for me there, so moving away was inevitable." 

Stereotypes in both directions 

A few months into living in Germany, a German friend of mine told me about a date she went on, saying that the guy was genuinely nice, but 

she could "never date someone with a Saxonian accent." 

l was new to the countty, and could hardly distinguish between different accents and dialects, but living here for six years I can confirm that 

this is not the first time I've heard such a statement - specifically about people from Saxony, and less so about dialects from other regions. 

"The issne Westerners have with our dialect is nonsense," says 36-year-old Peter, a mechanical engineer born and raised in a small village 

near Dresden. 

East German guards demolish a section of the Berlin Wall, Nov. 1989 


