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German reunification: What still divides East and West? 
The geographical division through the middle of Germany may have vanished from maps - but not so much from minds, as 

DW's Dana Regev has learned. 

This is ho" two Germans trom two Germanys once contacted each other 

One of the first memories I have from my dad is from when I was about to turn four. Back then, in 1989, he decided it was a good idea to buy 

me a poster of the world's counb·ies and their flags, and teach them to me one by one, including the names of each country's capital. 

One of my favorite flags was the German one - not because l was particularly impressed by its colors - but because the capital's name was 

the easiest for me to pronounce as an Israeli: Bonn. 

Little did I know that almost three decades later, in 2014, T would set foot in this very city- no longer the political capital of what is known 

today simply as "Germany." 

In 1989, it was still part of West Germany (officially the Federal Republic of Germany, or FRG), a separate country fron1 the German 

Democratic Republic (the GDR, or East Germany), which claimed East Berlin as its capital. 

Many years have passed, but as I have quickly found out upon moving here, the geographical clivision parting East and West until 1990 may 

have vanished from world maps - but not so m1H:h from p~uple'_., minds. 

Here's what I've learned about it as a foreigner. 

It's the economy, stupid 

The ar·ea occupied by former East Germany has a much smaller population than the former West (about 16 mmion people, compar·ed with 

about 67 million), but 11. prodllLUnt~ 1~ lower even when adjusted to the population difference, according to a 2019 Pew Research Center 

survey. 

People in the former East earn only 86% of the after-tax income of their West German counterparts. The average unemployment rate there in 

late 2019 was 6.9%, compared to 4.8% in the former West. 

Apparently, this is more than just dry figures for some, as I have come to realize during dinner at a close friend's place in Berlin. "Ossies still 

have their communist mindset," her father said. "They're just as lazy and dysfunctional today as they were 30 years ago," he insisted in 

clisdain. 


