
to the utter failure of the so-called 
'68 generation with its reserva
tions about the U.S. and the West, 
including their ideals of freedom, 
individuality and the autonomous 
pursuit of happiness. 

George H. W. Bush undoubt
edly followed these develop
ments, but he didn't allow them 
to deflects hif!! from his course. 

He was, as Helmut Kohl often 
pointed out, "a stroke of luck 
for Germany and the Germans." 
The chancellor considered him 
an American with an awareness 
of Europe's roots and historical 
background. 

Bush, like Kohl and Gorbachev, 
was a man who had seen first
hand the horrors of war and its 
consequences. He was a friend 
of freedom and the future, and 
an optimist with no fear of the 
ghosts of the past, to boot. Above 
all, he was an excellent diplomat 
with a lot of experience in foreign 
policy. 

B
ush and Kohl comple
mented each other with 
their diplomatic skills. 
Both men knew that by 

the end of 1989, Gorbachev - to 
continue the card game metaphor 
- had no more trump cards up 
his sleeve. 

The Solidarity movement in 
Poland was unstoppable and 
East Germany was de facto lead
erless. When Hungarian troops 
began using bolt cutters to sever 
the barbed wire on the Austrian 
border, the Iron Curtain was quite 
literally sliced asunder. The Soviet 
Union lagged way behind the West 
-militarily, economically, techno
logically. More and more of the 
Asian republics were demanding 
autonomy, and even the Russian 
capital suffered increasingly from 
supply shortages. 

George Bush Sr. and Helmut 
Kohl knew how to make the most 
of those weaknesses, although they. 
never flaunted it. They assessed 
Gorbachev's domestic leeway quite 
correctly. They were considerate in 
the face of their teetering oppo
nent's weakness, and showed great 
consideration for the self-esteem of 
a nation that had decided World 
War II in its favor at an enormous 
cost in blood and money. The 
Western leaders' behavior helped 
shield Gorbachev from harsh criti
cism at home. It also created an 
atmosphere of mutual trust that 
led, within a very brief period of 
time, to perhaps history's most 
amazing political shift - the end 
of the Cold War. 

So George Bush Sr. was also 
a stroke of luck for the world 
outside Germany. It was on his 
watch that 40 years of Russian
American antagonism came to 
an end - a confrontation that had 
brought suffering to Europe and 
many other regions. 

This was made possible by the 
trust the three main players placed 
on each .other. But most important 
was the fact that George Bush and 
Helmut Kohl got along well on 
a personal level far beyond their 
common political interests. 

The concept of German-Ameri
can friendship had never been 
more justified. In the end, that 
friendship was the key to liberat
ing Eastern Europe and reuniting 
Germany. ■ 


