
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Geschichte 

10 GERMAN WORDS TO UNDERSTAND 
MODERN GERMAN HISTORY 

Yes, it was a complicated time in German 
history, and many people have complicated 

memories of it. But learn these ten words and 
you'll be well on your way to a basic 
understanding of this period in German 
history. 

1. Die Wende 

Definition: the change, the turning point 

Historical significance: Die Wende is the name 
for the significant changes that rocked the 
GDR after the Berlin Wall fe ll in 1989, leading 
up to reunification in late 1990. Suddenly, East 
Germans could travel to the west. The GDR 
moved towards a market economy, held a 
free election and eventually reunited with 
West Germany on Oct. 3, 1990. 

Read more about die Wende here. 

2. Die Grenze 

Definition: the border, the boundary 

Historical significance: Die Grenze signifies 
the border (called the Inner German Border) 
that ran between the GDR and the Federal 
Republic of Germany from 1949 to 1990, a 
863-mile boundary extending from the Baltic 
Sea to Czechoslovakia. The heavily-guarded 
boundary, built to prevent GDR citizens from 
escaping into West Germany, separated two 
countries and two ways of life. 

3. Der Ampe/mann 

Definition: related to die Ampel, which means 
traffic light 

Hlstorlcal significance: If you visit Berlin, you'll 
see ordinary walking signals in some parts of 
the city and distinctive walking men in little 

hats in other parts. These are the Ampelmann, 
the GDR-designed walking signal premiered 
in 1961. When Germany reunified, engineers 
started replacing the Ampelmann with 
western traffic signals. But Ampelmann 
enthusiasts who wanted to preserve some 
relics of GDR life protested, and now the 
Ampelmann lives on, on certain streets in 
Berlin and throughout Germany. 

4. Der Trabant Definition: satellite 

Historical significance: The Trabant was the 
iconic car of East Germany, a small two-stroke 
engine vehicle produced by a Saxon auto
maker that many families saved up for 
decades to buy. After the wall fell, families 
streamed out of East Germany in their 
Trabants. You can spot these distinctive little 
cars around Berlin today-some of them are 
still in use, while others are used for 
decoration at cafes and tourist sites. You can 
even visit a Trabant museum in Berlin. 


