
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

der 20. Juli-German Resistance Day 
Dear TWIG Readers, The Week in Germany 
This year marks many historic anniversaries, including 
the 70th anniversary of the assassination attempt on 
Hitler's life on july 20, 1 944 (also known as the july 20 
plot). During a dark time in German history, the plot 
stands out as an instance of hope by select members of 
the German resistance movement- an instance where 
Claus Schenk Graf von Stauffenberg and others chose to 
sacrifice their life in an attempt to put an end to the 
Nazi regime. 

In a commemorative speech on the july 20 plot, GIC 
Director Rudiger Bohn calls this attempt "a redeeming 
glimmer of light in the dark days of German history." 

jul18, 2014 

Editorial 

It is important to note that Stauffenberg did not 
gravitate toward any political party; instead, he aimed 
only to serve the German people, regardless of their 
political affiliations. At first, Stauffenberg supported the 
Nazis' seizure of power - and, like many other 
aristocrats, aspired for a career as a military officer. But 
after realizing the regime's crimes against humanity, he Claus Graf Schenk von Stauffenberg 

vowed to do what he felt was_:.r~igt:.h:.:t:_. _____ _ 

"He who has the courage to act must do so in the 
knowledge that he will likely go down in German history 
as a traitor," Stauffenberg said ahead of the assassination attempt. "Yet if he fails to act, then he 
will be a traitor to his own conscience." 

After the Allies landed in Normandy, Stauffenberg and his co-conspirato rs knew that the Nazis 
may soon be defeated anyway- but they agreed that they must carry forth with their plan 
because of the symbolic importance of their actions. 

"The assassination must be attempted at all costs," Henning von Treskow, a co-conspirator in the 
plot, reassured Stauffenberg. "Even if it should not succeed , an attempt to seize power in Berlin 
must be made. What matters now is no longer the practical purpose of the coup, but to prove to 
the world and for the records of history that the men of the resistance dared to take the decisive 
step. Compared to this objective, nothing else is of consequence." 

The assassination attempt ultimately failed, leading to mass arrests and executions of members 
of the German resistance movement. Meanwhile, the masses continued to stand by Hitler, and 
the meaning of the resistance movement was not fully understood. 

--~~~~~--~--~~--~~ 
"That is why it is important that we in Germany- and I think also in other countries - remember 
the july 20 plot and give the German resistance the historical recognition it deserves," Director 

Bohn says. 

And during a year of anniversaries, including the 25th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall, 
the 75th anniversary of the start of World War II and the 65th anniversary of the founding of the 
Bundesrepublik, t he july 20 plot should be equally remembered for the sacrifice demonstrated by 
a small group of people whose conscience led to their ultimate sacrifice. ~ 

Nicole Glass Editor, The Week in Germany 


