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BEER CULTURE-WHY BEER MEANS SO MUCH TO THE GERMANS 

A drink to have when you're not having a drink 

To many foreigners - particularly those from Anglo-Saxon cultures -the idea of a beer without 

alcohol seems a contradiction in terms. 

Indeed, the refrain "there's nothing so lonesome, morbid or drear; than to stand in the bar of a pub 

with no beer" makes up the chorus of one of Australia's most celebrated national songs, with singer 

Slim Dusty certainly not referring to the alcohol-free variety. 

But in Germany, beer's omnipresence in society necessitates an option for those seeking the 

refreshment and social component of the amber fluid but without the alcohol and its subsequent 

side effects. 

Alcohol-free beer is increasingly marketed as a sports drink in Germany. While it might seem odd to 

see a group of cyclists riding past with an alcohol-free wheat beer in their drink holder, the drink has 

isotonic properties as well as a range of other minerals like maltodextrin and magnesium are 

reported to help soothe the muscles after activity. 

As a result, the sales have skyrocketed in recent years. Now, every 20th bottle of beer produced in 

Germany is alcohol free, with 400 different options available. 

Italy the biggest international market for German beer 

The beer market has a considerable amount of value for the German economy. In 2018 1.6 billion 

litres of beer - worth €1 .2 billion - was exported, an amount largely unchanged when compared to 

the previous year. 

The biggest export market for German beer in 2018 was Italy, with 21.8 percent (344 million litres) 

of beer exported south. 

China (11 .3 percent) and the Netherlands (7 percent) were the countries next on the list. 

And while Germany remains a proud beer nation, the country isn't averse to imports. Germans 

imported 718 litres of beer in 2018, with the biggest source country being Denmark. 


