
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

OCTOBER 6, 1987-GERMAN AMERICAN DAY 

Gennans in North America 75Yeats 
Earlier Than Previously Thought 

G erman Americans have traditionally celebrated October6 as the 
day in 1683 on which Germantown, Pennsylvania was founded 

and German setUement in the North American colonies began. Ac
cording to researcher and bibliographer of German Americana Don 
Helnric:h Tolzmann, however, there Is evidence that German Im
migrants were among the residents of the British colony of James-
town, Virginia as early as 1608. . 

Tolzmann, who works at the University of Cincinnati, Ohio, spent 
years studying old German-language newspapers, and concluded 
that eighteen members of the Jamestown colony were German. The 
men, some of whom were Thomas Cassen, William Unger, Peter 
Keffer, and Nathaniel Graues, worked as glass blowers, wine mer
chants, and tobacco farmers. .... 

The researcher also found that Germans were among the setUers in 
the Massachusetts colonies a.fter 1630 and in Maryland after 1660. 
They played a particularly important role i.n New York, then called 
New Amsterdam. Both the first governor of the colony, Peter Minuit, 
who bought the island of Manhattan from the Indians for 60 Dutch 
guilders, and his succe~sor, Jacob Leister, who has been credited by 
historians as the first politician to demand unity among the colonies 
and a severance of ties to London, were German. Tolzmann noted as 
well that the history of the Germans and the Dutch in North America 
has often been confused because of the similarity of "Deutsch" and 
UO\ltch." 
~--------~=====-~-

DEUTSCHE IN AMERIKA 
Am 6. Oktober 1683 kam die erste gro.Bere Gruppe deutscher 

Auswanderer in den Kolon.ien an. Sie waren Mennon.iten und folgten 
dem Rufe des engliscben Edelrnannes William Penn, der ihnen in 
Pennsylvanien .,ein ruhlges, ehrliches und gottgefaUiges Leben" und 
absolute religiose Toleranz versprach. 

Die 13 Familien aus Krefeld erwarben vor dem Tore der Stadt 
Philadelphia Land und legten ihre eigene Siedlung an: Germantown. 
Unter der Lei tung ihres Biirgermeisters Franz Daniel Pastorius bliihte 
die Wirtschaft und die ersten Papier-und Textilfabriken entstanden. 
Besonderes Interesse galt dem Aufbau eines Scbulsystems, das auch 
Abend.klassen fiir Erwachsene umfa13te. 


