
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

OCTOBER 6, 1987-GERMAN AMERICAN DAY 

Oktober 6- German American Day 
This holiday celebrates German American Heritage and 

commemorates the date in 1683 when 13 German families from 
Krefeld near the Rhine landed in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

These families founded the first German settlement in the original 
thirteen American colonies, Germantown Pennsylvania. Originally 
celebrated in the 19th century, German- American Day died out in 
World War 1 as a result of anti-German sentiment that prevailed 

at the time. In 1983, President Ronald Reagan proclaimed 
October 6th as German American Day to celebrate and honor the 

300th anniversary of the German American immigration and 
culture to the United States. On August 6, 1987, Congress 

approved S.J. Resolution 108, designating October 6, 1987, as 
German-American Day. It became Public Law 100-104 when 

President Reagan signed it on August 18. A proclamation (#5719) 
to this effect was issued October 2, 1987 by President Reagan in a 

formal celebration in the White House Rose Garden. President 
Reagan called on Americans to observe the Day with appropriate 

ceremonies and activities. 
(en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German-American_Day) 

GERMAN-AMERICAN HERITAGE 

Since the arrival of a German botanist in the Jamestown in 1608, German immigrants and their 

descendants have made an indelible imprint on this country. Today, some 43 million Americans claim 

German heritage. 

Proclamation by President Bush on German-American Day 2008 

Oct 6, 2008 

A Proclamation by the President of the United States of America 
For generations, German Americans have contributed to our Nation's identity, culture, and prosperity. On German
American Day, we recognize the many Americans with German ancestry who helped make our country great, and we 
celebrate our strong friendship with Germany. 
The people of Germany and the United States share important family and cultural ties, and millions of American 
citizens are of German descent. Some of their forebears were among the first to settle Jamestown, and they and many 
others like them helped lay the foundation for our country, which has become the most prominent symbol of freedom 
in the world. Many German Americans have shaped our way of life and added to our country's rich heritage. 
In celebrating German-American Day, we honor generations of German Americans who came to our shores with 
dreams of opportunity and contributed to the greatness of our country. 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in 
me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 6, 2008, as German-American Day. I 
encourage all Americans to celebrate the many contributions German Americans have made to our Nation's liberty and 
prosperity. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of October, In the year of our Lord two thousand 
eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-third. 
GEORGE W. BUSH 


