
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

TAG DES DEUTSCHEN BIERES / GERMAN BEER DAY 
DEUTSCHER REINHEITSGEBOT / GERMAN PURITY LAW 

der 23. April 1516 

Time For a Change? 

Yet drinkers vote with their wallets and popular beer styles around the world, including both traditional offerings and many in the 

rapidly growing craft beer craze, often use fruits, cocoa, coffee and any number of other natural ingredients to naturally flavor 

beers that would be forbidden under the Reinheitsgebot. 

The trend has reached Gennany as well, where many craft brewers are ignoring the Reinheitsgebot. "I just brew what I want right 

past the law," an unnamed German brewer recently told Dornbusch. "I call my beers by their style designations and simply leave 

the world 'beer' off the label." 

San Diego's Stone Brewing is opening Gennany's first U.S.-owned brewery. To mark the Reinheitsgebot's 500th anniversary 

Stone is hosting a "Reinheitsverbot" event that will pour only non-compliant beers, of both Stone and German origin, at their 

Berlin facility. · 

Even in the U.S. 95 percent of Stone's beers do meet the Reinheitsgebot, including all the brewery's year-round offerings. But 

they don't brew with the law in mind, and certainly aren't afraid to deviate with the use of coffee, fruit, cocoa, or other natural 

ingredients when desired. 

"It is a fact that high quality beers can be brewed both inside and outside of the Reinheitsgebot and that cheap beers can be 

brewed both inside and outside of the Reinheitsgebot," Stone Brewing CEO and co-founder Greg Koch told the German press in 

advance of the event, laughingly adding that he wondered why "someone [would] wish to have their choices limited for them by 

a 500 year-old taxation law." 

Horst Dornbusch suggests a simplification of the law could preserve tradition and invite innovation at the same time by simply 

stating what Germans clearly do not want in their beer. 

"No rice, no com, no chemicals, no enzyme preparations, and (because we are in the 21st century) no GMO raw materials," he 

suggests. "That's 14 words, less than half the length of the 31 words of the ducal decree of 1516 ! Then leave the rest to the 

brewer." 


