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TAG DES DEUTSCHEN BIERES / GERMAN BEER DAY 
DEUTSCHER REINHEITSGEBOT / GERMAN PURITY LAW 

der 23. Apri I 1516 
What's a 'Beer' Anyway? 

After complaints by French brewers, the EU Court of Justice struck down the Reinheitsgebot in 1987 as a protectionist measure. 
The ruling opened German shelves and taps to foreign brews-no longer could the country use the law to ban imported beers 
brewed outside of its edicts. 

Germans did stick to the statute themselves, but a 2005 German court interpretation loosened the reins a bit further. 

The brewing and sale of non-compliant beers was allowed as long those products aren't labeled as 'beer. ' This has led to a spate 
of"special beer" and "beer mixed drinks," though actual prosecutions of more egregious violators, in terms of fines and/or jail 
time, are unheard of. But in uber-strict Bavaria, however, they are still known to destroy beers like milk stouts under the premise 
that they are 'misleading' consumers. 

But the law does have an important practical function with teeth. It's part of the tax code by which the government takes its cut of 
brewer profits. 

Honoring Tradition 

Beer has lost a bit of its luster in the nation where modem brewing methods were born. Consumption has been been sliding and 
statistics show it's down perhaps one-third since the 1970s, though Germans still rate among the world's most prolific beer drinkers. 

Am~ng Gennan beer lovers the Reinheitsgebot varies in importance, perhaps according to the Biergarten surveyed, but enjoys 
strong support. The German Brewers' Association, which represents the nation's mainstream breweries and rigorously defends 
the Reinheitsgebot, cites a survey conducted by Germany's Forsa Institute that found 85 percent of drinkers favored upholding 
the law. 

To traditional brewers the Reinheitsgebot is a guarantee of quality, a defense against an onslaught of cheap rice and com-based 
beers, and not least a powerful marketing tool to promote their product. 

To those who charge the law stifles creativity and innovation the German Brewers Association counters that monotony isn' t a 
concern. Since the law allows the use of 100 kinds of hops, 40 malts, and 200 yeast strains drinkers can enjoy a different kind of 
beer brewed under the law every day for 15 years without duplication-even while brewers continue to create more. 

"So, there is absolutely no incentive for German brewers to let the 500 year-old document fade into the past. Quite the opposite," 
the association asserts in a statement for the law's anniversary. 


