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Causes and Consequences 

The Thirty Years' War 
1618-1648: Causes 
and Consequences 
Struggles over religion and 
power devastated most of 
17th-century Europe. 
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If You Want to Know More ... 

Climatic Influences 
The reasons that prompted the spread of 
agony and torture across almost the en
tire continent of Europe and particularly 
in Germany, were not only contradictions 
between two faiths of the same religion. 
In fact, other disastrous natural and en
vironmental factors exacerbated this war 
of religions and swept away millions of 
lives. One such factor was an "ice age" 
caused primarily by weakening sunlight. 
Contemporary geographers and scien
tists have discovered that temperatures 
had been falling since around the end 
of the 16th century; summers were cold 
and humid. while winters were consider
ably longer'than usual. All this meant ab-

solutely catastrophic conditions for farm
ers, wine-makers, and cattle breeders. As 
a result, poor harvests were followed by 
famine, plague, and death. 

Religious Influences 
Society in seventeenth-century Europe 
was becoming deeply divided by religion 
due to the emergence of competing types 
of Christianity. Numerous aspects of ev
eryday life were increasingly determined 
by confessional factors, thereby creat
ing invisible barriers between and within 
rel igious communities of Catholics and 
Protestants. While Catholics supported 
the Old Testament of,U1e~Rible, Protes
tants believed in the New Teliament as 

translated by Martin Luther. Obvious dif
ferences in time-keeping also prevailed 
after Pope Gregory XIII announced that 
the date would be put back ten days 
on October 15, 1582; in 1584, Catho
lics adopted a revised calendar in which 
the new year would start on January 1st 
(not on March 25th) in order to bring it 
in line with scientific calculations. How
ever, Protestants rejected "anything from 
Rome" believing that Rome wanted to 
steal ten days of their lives. And although 
the new calendar was soon imposed ev
erywhere in Europe, Protestants still kept 
observing "their" Sunday to hold their 
churci 1 services. -


