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Causes and Consequences 

of Mecklenburg. The appointment of Wallenstein to be 
the new Duke of Mecklenburg triggered hostile reactions 
from od1er Dukes within the empire. Did that mean that 
Ferdinand was striving to create an absolute monarchy: 
one sovereign, one empire, and one 'religion? With Wal
lenstein's support he could achieve that. So to prevent 
this from happening, the Dukes managed to convince the 
emperor to dismiss his Generalissimo from his duties as a 
military commander. But for how long? 
Wid1 Christian. of Denmark defeated, it looked like the 

hostilities between the North and South bad ended, ·and 
nothing could now prevent peace. However, Wallenstein 
had miscalculated, as he could never have anticipated that 
resistance from the Baltic ports might pose an unexpected 
threat. Since 1627 there had been rumors that Swed
ish King Gustavus Adolphus II-a talented strategist
might consider "coming to the aid of die defeated Danish 
King" . Apart from that, be was an excellent administrntor 
and a skilful, fearless, and confident soldier. In July 1630, 
Swedish troops invaded d1e territory of the Holy Roman 
Empire on the island of Usedorn. The Swedish King's 
motives for intervening in the Thirty Years' War were, 
firstly, to curtail the power of the e1nperor; secon~ly, to 
protect Protestants; and thirdly, to secttre his power in 
the Baltic Sea region. The German Protestants, in d1eir 
turn seemed to look to Gustavus '"as towards the dawn," 

' considering him a Protestant hero. 
Never before had Germany cncow1tered sucb a large 

and po,verful army as d1e one the Swedes had assembled, 
which was equipped with warships, heavy artillery, and 
cavalry. As a result, a new outbreak of hostilities~d to a 
series of defeats for the Emperor and 11.is Catholic League. 
When Swedish troops reached Munich and King Adol
phus received a key for the Bavarian residence, German 
Catholics found themselves in serious trouble. Was Gusta
vus Adolphus about to become a Protestant Emperor on 
German soil? For the Swedish King himself, Germany was 
not a completely foreign country: his mother was German 
and his wife can1e from Brandenburg. Moreover, German 
was his second mother tongue. 

Ferdinand, noticing a new threat from the Nortl1, had 
little choice but to ask Wallenstein for his renewed sup
port. As soon as Wallenstein began his second term as 
Generalissimo, the military situation was reversed, result
ing in numerous defeats for the Swedish troops. Never
tl1eless, the Swedish army did manage to take Mecklen
burg from him. In 1632, Gustavus Adolphns was seriously 
injured during the battle in L\'itzen not far from Leipzig, 
and died. Although it was he who had played power poli
tics and sought control over the entire Baltic Sea Region, 
he was also the one who had in many w~s managed to 

prevent the re-Catholization of Europe. 
After several spectacular victories over his enen1.ies, Em

peror Ferdinand became increasingly dependent on Wal
lenstein and his army. At tl1e same time, however, Wallen
stein was pursuing his own goals and had "other plans". 
He conducted negbtiations with French and Swedish 
Protestants behind Ferdinand's back to find a peaceful • 
solution to the conflict. It seems that waging the war \.Vas 
no longer a profitable business for Generalissimo, as it was 
costing the lives of so many of his soldiers. As a result, he 
refused to fight in the name of the Emperor, instead pur
suing his own ends . In addition, tl1ere were even rumors 
about Wallenstein's intention to invade Vienna as well as 
his desire for the Bohemian crown. Ferdinand was utterly 
outraged and was left with no option other than to accuse 
Wallenstein of high treason and "eliminate him from the 
nw11ber of mortals" (aus der Zahl der Sterblichen elimi
nicren ) by ordering l1.is soldiers to kill the Generalissimo. 

Emperor Ferdinand did not live to sec the end of the 
war. On 15th February 1637, the sovereign, who was ac
cused of creating tensions in Europe and being prepared 
to resort to armed violence, closed his eyes for good, 
holding a consecrated candle in his hands. His burial place 
is the san1e as 11.is birth place-in Graz. His successor was 
his son, Ferdinand III, who shortly before his father' s 
death had received the crown of King of tl1e Holy Ro
man Empire . The succession was thereby secured, with 
another member of the Habsburg dynasty destined to sit 
at the head of the Empire, as had been the case for many 
generations already. 

The war of the religions lasted for anotl1er 11 years after 
Ferdinand's death. As a result, Germany was completely 
destroyed, a quarter of the population was killed with 
anotl1er quarter dying of fanune and plague. The reso
lution of the extremely complex con.flier was reached by 
both sides in the Westphalian Peace Agreement forged 
in the nortl1ern German town of Miinster on tl1e 24th 
of October 1648 after three years of negotiations. The 
price paid for peace by the Habsburg Emperor was high: 
confessional equality between Catholics and Protestants 
and restrictions on the Emperor's power, thereby giving 
more power to tl1e Dukes and leading to particularism in 
Germany. Moreover, France was given two additional ter
ritories: Alsace and Loraine. Sweden received lands on the 
German Baltic Sea coast. 


