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on how to re-Catholicize Bohemia. For Bohemian Protes
tants this meant a curtailment of their religious freedom. 
The 'situation escalated when a delegation of Bohemian 
Protestants entered the room in th~ Royal C~stlc in Prague 
where the negotiations about re-Catholization were taking 
place, and tossed three Catholic representati".e_s of the Hol_y 
Roman Empi.re through one of the castle wmdows. 1:his 
event went down in history as the second "Defenestranon 
of Prague" ( the fast having taken place almost 200 ye~s 
earlier in 1419 as a protest against the Bohenuan refonmst 
Jan Hus being burnt on a pyre) and marked the ~e~ning 
oftl1e Thirty Years' War, a devastating conflagrauon m the 
very heart of Europe. 

The Bohemian Revolt in Prague came about as an utter
ly unexpected turning point for the Emperor Ferdinand. 
What looked like a purely aristocratic conflict between 
Bohemians and tl1e Habsburg dynasty led to a religious 
battle between Catholics and Protestants which ended 
in a war between the major European powers. In 1622, 
political tensions inside the Empire were becoming i~
creasingly evident. And although Ferdmand succeeded m 
re-Catholicizing Bohemia, neighboring Protestant coun
tries started to resist Ferdinand by successively declaring 
war on tl1e Emperor. Finally, all of the sorrow and_ crisis_ 
prevalent in the Empire was exacerbated by a senes of 
natural disasters-floods in the spring, ear thquakes, poor 
harvests, and an outbreak of plague-adding even more 
misery to the lives of the people. . 

First in 1625 the Protestant King of Denmark, Chns-' , - . 

tian IV, who feared Ferdinand's dominance in the Bal 
tic Sea Region, invaded tl1e territory of tl1e Holy Roman 
Empire with 20,000 men, thereby declaring war on Fer
dinand. In his residence in Vienna, tl1e emperor started 
searching for an answer to the problem of how to oppose 
tl1e migbty Danish. As a result, he succumbed to the en
ticing proposal of o ne powerful nobleman from Bohemia, 
a certain Albrecht Wallenstein, who promised to assemble 
a powerful army of 50,000 men. Albrecht Wallenstein 
bad grown up as a Protestant and in 1606 had converted 

to Catholicism. In a very short peri
od of time, he proved himself to be a 
reliable man on the side of Emperor 
Ferdinand. As soon as Wallenstein 
was issued with imperial powers, he 
immediately began (with the recruit
ment of troops) to fight the Danish 
army. He invested in new soldiers 
and weapons, including firearms. As 
a matter of fact, Wallenstein was a vi
sionary and the most practical of men 

in financial matters. He perfected the business of war at· 
tl1e cost of peasants and merchants, who supplied bis army 
with food and otl1er goods. It took only a short tin1e be
fore the Danish troops were removed from German ter
ritory and Ferdinand stood once more at the pinnacle of 
his power, in possession of European territories stretching 
from the northern coast of Germany down to Lake Con
stance. As a reward, his Generalissimo received tl1e Duchy 


