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"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 
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Bremen Funfair 

Related Links: 

City of Bremen 

City of Bremerhaven 

Bremen Freimarkt {in German) 
Bremen Town Musicians (Bremer 
Stadtmusikanten) 

The Bremen Town Musicians - bremen-tourismus.de 

German Fairytale Route - German National Tourist Office 

When Bremen's famous Roland statue in the city's Marktplatz (market square) has a gingerbread heart 
hanging around its neck, then it's clearly the time of year when the Hanseatic port marks its historical 
trading rights. 

Bremen is a city state - the smallest Bundesland, or federal state, in Germany - and has celebrated the 
Freimarkt (Free Market) every year since 1035, making it the longest running festival in Germany. 

Today, the event involves a huge funfair and continuous partying in beer tents and bars. Just like Cologne's 
Karneval, Bremen's Freimarkt time is considered a "fifth season" when outrageous behavior can be 
excused with the words "Ischa Freimaak" - meaning "it's the Freimarkt" in the local dialect. 

For 17 .eventful days, the city on the Weser River is thronged with people who come from near and far to 
experience the spectacular event. 

One of the highlights is the parade through the center of town, which takes place on Saturday, one week 
into the Freimarkt, when revellers dressed in glittering costumes stand on decorated floats and throw 
sweets and candy canes into the crowds. 

The city is awash with streamers and balloons, gingerbread hearts and bright red toffee apples for the 
duration of the festival while the fair itself has over 300 attractions offering non-stop entertainment, 
including rollercoasters, a big wheel and, of course, a ghost train. 

This year, the festival runs from October 15 to 31 and is expected to attract around 4 million visitors. 

"Bremen's Freimarkt is Germany's third largest folk festival after the Oktoberfest and (Stuttgart's) 
Cannstatter Wasen," explains Maike Lucas, spokeswoman for the city's main tourist office. 

The big wheel offers superb views over the fairground, which covers an area of 100,000 square meters, 
stretching from behind the main train station into the city center. 


