
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEST 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

ENDE OKTOBER - , FREIMARKT" I , FREE MARKET" 

"During the 17 days, a lot of silly things will be excused with the words 'Ischa Freimaak,"' says Carl-Hans 
Roehrssen, CEO of Bremen's actors' guild. 

The atmosphere is more tempered at the "little Freimarkt" at the Marktplatz where piping hot doughnuts, 
roasted almonds and spicy licorice set out on traditional-style stands are available everywhere. 

The old-fashioned carousels aren't the only things that take visitors on a journey back in time as the area 
is also home to Bremen's greatest landmarks. 

The impressive 13th century Cat hedral St Petr i lies to the east of the Marktplatz, while to the west side of 
the Renaissance-style Town Hall stands the 1404 statue of the city's protector Roland, both of which are 
UNESCO World Heritage sites. 

The Schnoor medieval quarter lies between the Cathedral and the river and is home to rows of f ishermen's 
and shipper's houses from the 17t h and 18th centuries, which are now occupied by cafes, shops and art 

galleries. 

Also only a few steps away is the Bottcherstrasse, a street of Gothic and Art Nouveau houses. 

The origins of the Freimarkt date back to the introduction of market days in 1035 which allowed outside 
entrance without paying a tariff. 

"Initially, it was only a trading market," explains Konrad Elmshauser, head of Bremen's state archive. 

The leisure theme associated with the current event has its roots in the 19th century and the 2010 
Freimarkt will involve long nights of partying, dancing and singing in heaving festival tents. 

This year sees three large parades. On the opening day, actors in period dress will re-enact the first ever 
Freimarkt, followed by the traditional Saturday parade and the festival "burial" when the festivities come to 
a close on October 31. 

Freimarkt 

Freimarkt (lit. Free Fair) in Bremen, Germany, first held in 
1035, is the oldest fair in Germany. With more than four million 
visitors each year, it is also considered to be the biggest festival 
in Northern Germany. 

It is celebrated for 17 days in the last two weeks of October, 
somewhat extended from Friday to Sunday. The area covers 
approximately 1 00,000 square meters on two areas: the so-called 
"Kleiner Freimarkt" (lit. Small Free Fair) on the market square, 
and the main area at the "Biirgerweide" adjacent to the Main 
Station and the Exhibition Center. 

Bremen Freimarkt 

The highlight is the "Freimarktsumzug" (lit. Free Fair Procession) held on the second Saturday of the 
festival. 


