
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEST 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

ENDE OKTOBER -,FREIMARKT" I ,FREE MARKET" 

I 
Bremen has held its "Freimarkt" (free 

market) for almost 1,000 years. It was 

I seldom - in times of war or the plague -
that this event was left out. This extremely 
popular folk festival was originally a pure
ly mercantile event, a "free market". In 
1305 the citizens of Bremen were granted 
the right to stage fairs . And so that no one 
would be able to contest this right, they 
had each emperor who governed the city 
over the next several c.enturies confirm 

. that right anew. 

The "free market" became a folk festi
j val at the beginning of the 19th century, 
I when more and more carousels, swings 

and similar amusements were being built. 
The attraction of such events became com
mensurately greater. Today the city-state 
of Bremen would be unthinkable without 
its Freimarkt. The people of Bremen, both 
young and old, take very active part. Tak
ing a stroll through tbe Freimark! is a 
matter of course, and a party at the 
Freimarkt with friends, colleagues or club 
associates, or simply with the family in a 
pleasant tavern is part of life in Bremen. 

At the Freimarkt visitors are traditional
ly offered bratwurst, shashlik or fish 
sandwiches as well as every conceivable 
amusement-park ride and entertainment. 
The city lets its hair down, and anyone 
who overdoes it can always excuse their 
behavior by simply blaming the excesses 
on the Freirnarkt season. 

Bremen's sights attract m illions of visitors to the city every year: 
t he Market Square with the Renaissance Town Hall, the statue of 
Roland and the Gothic St. Peter's Cathedral, the famous 
"BOttcherstrasse" and the historic Schnoor Quarter. The Bremen 
Free Market, which has been held on the Burgerweide for over 
960 years, is one of Germany's largest fairs_ 


