
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Feste I Messen 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

Classical music festivals 2021: What's up in Germany and elsewhere? 

Beethovenfest Bonn (August 20 - September 10) 

After a large part of the Beethovenfest Bonn had to be canceled last year, the 250th anniversary of Beethoven's biltb, music lovers are excited 

about 2021. Most of the 54 events originally planned for 2020 should be able to go ahead this year. 

The festival will take place under the directorship of Nike Wagner for the last time, and under the motto "Auferstehn, ja auferstehn!"(Rise, 

yes, rise!). 

Much of the 250th birthday celebrations for Beethoven as 

part of the Beethoven fest had to he canceled 

Organizers are cautiously optimistic that the festival might be able Lo perform for real 

audiences, even if smaller than usual, and feature large orchestras. "However, we are 

also working on plans B and C - for instance with smaller casts, sho1ter programs Lhat 

can be repeated several times for this purpose, and alternative formats, such as 

televised screenings," said Michael Gassmann, the festival's new commercial director. 

Bayreuth Festival (July 25 - August 25) 

The Bayreuth Festival, one of the world's most traditional festivals, is going to go ahead 

- welcome news after its cancellation last summer due to ·the coronavirus. 

For 2021, festival director Katharina Wagner has presented a bold program scheduled 

to take place both inside the Festspielhaus and outdoors. There will be a new 

production of Richard Wagner's Flying Dutchman, featuring Ukrainian conductor 

Oksana Lyniv as the first woman to lead the Festival Orchestra. The program also 

includes revival productions of The Master Singers of Nuremberg and Tannhiiuser. 

It is not yet clear how big the indoor 

audience can be, since the famous 

"Wagner shed." an old wooden theater with no air conditioning where people sit close 

together, is highly unsuitable as a concert venue for pandemic times. 

Customers who came away empty-handed in 2020 and those who waived their right to a 

refund will be prioritized in ticket sales. There will also be an online sale on the homepage 

starting June 6, 

The Bayreuth Discourse series, the festival's podium for premieres, discussions and 

concerts, will take place both in the Festspielhaus and in the surrounding park and 

promises to an exciting and international parL of the program. 

Ukrainian conductor Oksana Lyn iv 


