
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Feie1iag 

VATERTAG I FATHER'S DAY 

Since the late 19th century, "Himmelfahrt" has been 
the traditional day for men to go on outings in Germa
ny. These are merry affairs, where there is much sing
ing and where the men drink a lot of beer and other 
alcoholic beverages. The weather in Germany between 
spring and early summer is usually quite favorable for 
these outings. Groups of friends, fellow workers, club 
members, or men who frequent the same pubs 
("Stammtische") make these "Herrenpartien" to
gether (Stammtisch is a group of men of about equal 
social standing, who meet regularly in a pub at a table 
especially reserved for them, in order to have a drink 
together, to talk, or to play cards). 

These outings can be walks or car trips or bus tours. 
Horse-drawn carriages used to be a traditional feature, 
but this has become a rare sight today, simply because 
there are so few horses left. Instead, one can now some
times see the carriages being drawn by tractors. The 
carriages are usually decorated with fresh greenery and 
have enough space not only for the men but also for a 
keg or some cases of beer; they are just the right veh i
cles for riding leisurely through the countryside, while 
the men sing and drink and enjoy themselves. Mod 
clothes, straw hats and walking sticks adorned with 
colorful ribbons have also become a part of these 
outings. However, the custom is no longer as popular 
as it used to be. Since most men are now car owners 
they cannot drink so much before they drive thei; 
own cars, and besides, many now prefer to use the holi
day for a family outing. 

~----~------------------

Germany 

Father's Day is June 15, 2014 in many countries. It is 
a celebration honoring fathers and celebrating 
fatherhood, paternal bonds, and the influence of 
fathers in society. Many countries celebrate it on the 
third Sunday of June, but it is also celebrated widely 
on other days. Father's Day was created to 
complement Mother's Day, a celebration that honors 
mothers and motherhood. 

Himmelfahrt is Ascension Day. By tradit iOn, 
men from the Stammtisch at the Gasthof go off 
together for an annual outing. This habit seems 
less popular today, perhaps because men and 
women increasingly prefer mixed company. 

In Germany, Father's Day (Vatertag) is celebrated differently from other parts of the worldJ42l It is always celebrated on Ascension Day (the 
Thursday forty days after Easter), which is a federal holiday. Regionally, it is also called men's day, Miinnertag, or gentlemen's day, Herrentag. It 
is tradition for groups of males (young and old but usually excluding pre-teenage boys) to do a hiking tour with one or more smaller wagons, 
Bollerwagen, pulled by manpower. In the wagons are wine or beer (according to region) and traditional regional food, Hausmannskost. Many men 

use this holiday as an opportunity to get d.runk.£421 According to the Federal Statistical Office of Germany, al~hol-related traffic accidents multiply 

by three on this day. [431 The tradition of getting drunk is especially prevalent in Eastern Germany. [421 

These traditions are probably rooted in Christian Ascension Day's processions to the fannlands, which has 

been celebrated since the 18th century_l44
][

45l Men would be seated in a wooden cart and carried to the 
village's plaza, and the mayor would award a prize to the father who had the most children, usually a big 

piece ofham.l44l In the late 19th century the religious component was progressively lost, especially in urban 

areas such as Berlin, and groups of men organized walking excursions with beer and ham.£441 By the 20th 

century it bad evolved into a holiday for getting drunk. £441 Most German fathers control their alcohol intake 
and simply take relaxed walks with friends, but the minority of people who get very drunk are very noisy 

and troublesome, and they give a bad name to the holiday.£441 Many modern fathers opt to spend the day 

with their families instead and refrain from getting drunk. [451 Many people will take the following Friday off Hiking/drinking tour on Herrentag 

at work, and some schools are closed on that Friday as well; many people then use the resulting four-day 
long weekend for a short vacation. 


