
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FESTE 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" Feste in Rheinland 

,,FASCHING IN MÜNCHEN" / ,,CARNIVAL SEASON IN MUNICH" 

Was ist Fasc~ing? (What is carnival in Munich?) 

lo that's what "fasching" is! 
What Is Fasching? 

Fasching is the Munich version of wild Mardi Gras revelry, usually held in 
February or Ma!ch. 

Actually, a more preclse question would be: What ts Fasching, Karneval, Fastnacht, Fasnacht, Fastelabend? They are all one and the 

same ~hing: pre-Lenten festiv~ties celebrated In grand style in mostfy the predominantly catholic regions of t he German-speaking 
countnes. The Rhmeland has 1ts Karneval, Austria, Bavaria and Berlin cafls thelrs Fasching, and the German Swiss cefebrate 
Fastnacht . 

When other countries of the world celebrate "carnival", in Munich "Fasching" is 
ce lebrated. "Fasching" comes from the medieval word "vaschnc", in present-day 
German "Fastnacht" and relates to the fasting period, which begins immediately after 
Fasching and is what we know as Lent. Munich's Fasching has its origins in the dancing 
and pageantry which accompanied economical changes, as well as changes in t he 
customs and festivities themselves, th~tradition of Fasching remains to date. 

What Is Fasching? 
Fasching is carnival season. Originally it was a Pagan festival which came out of ancient Rome or Greece. In recent centurles, however. lt has become more associated with 

the Christian Church. Qfficially the season starts on 11th November at 11:11am, although f've no idea why. lt continues pretty low key for about 3 months. Things reafly begin 

to happen in February or March - 7 weeks befo~ Easter. T~~ is the week when people are allowed to "flip out" and behave recktessly before the beginning of Lent, which is 

a much rnore serious time. 

Fasching is cetebrated rnainfy in the Catholic parts of Gerrnany. Different areas give it different names. for example Karneval, Fastnacht, Fasnet, or Fosnat. Fasching is only 

lhe name used in and around Munich. 

Some of the biggest celebratlons in Germany take place in Köln (see: kameval.de). This city certainfy has the langest tradition with street parties dating back to the 14th 

century. Many Bavarians try to claim that the biggest celebrations are now in Munich, bul this is debatable. 

Fasching (also known as Karneval) is a time of festivity and merry making - a time to break the rules. poke fun at those who make them and 

then to make your own new rules. 

In Munich, Germany, their version of Carnival, or as the Americans know it, Mardi Gras, the Pre

Lenten Festival that happens the day before Ash Wednesday, is called Fasching. 

In the afternoon most schools, stores and businesses are closed and throngs of people descend 

into the Inner City to celebrate while wearing colorful and outlandish costumes and to .dance to 

loud music playing on stages scattered throughout the area. 

Fasching is considered tobe the one time of t he year, more so even than du ring their 

Oktoberfest, where the local residents can really let their hair down and go out and have a good 

time, anc:! as seen here, they most certainly do. 


