
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FESTE 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" Feste in Rheinland 

,,FASCHING IN MÜNCHEN" / ,,CARNIVAL SEASON IN MUNICH" 

Wie feiert man heute Fasching? (How is Fasching 'Celebrated today?) 

parade: der Faschingszug, die Faschingsumzüge 
procession:- der Faschingsumzug, die Faschingsumzüge 

1. During the parade, you have to keep drinking to keep warm. 
• Glühwein is especially good for the occasion. lt not only keeps you warm, but 

also keeps you in a good mood. 
• There are bleachers to sit on, but you must reserve seats far in advance. 
• Usually older people use the bleachers. Younger people are just as happy to 

run about in the streets, locking arms and holding hands with other people 
you don't ever know, while singing, dancing, and following the parade. 

2. The " Fast Night brought many amusements into the city. 
• Together w ith sleigh rides and merry tournaments called "Küblgestäch," in 

which knights did not wear helmets but small wooden barrels around their 
heads, there were real masked balls at the Duke's court. 

• Even citizens were holding " Fast Night" dances by candlelight in the dance 
hall, which was especially built by the City Council for this purpose. 

• While these nightly celebrations took place, special guards were watching the 
empty houses of the citizens. 

3. As far back as the 17th and 20th of February 1721, festive " Fast Night" races took 
place, in which all the riders had to look as funny as possible. 

• Also the "happy to be alive" time of the Rococo period produces a number of 
masquerades, and these , together with the " Fast Night" races, could be 
assumed to be the beginnings of present-day Fasching parades. 

• Then followed a period in which political events replaced the idea of such 
merry-making. 

• There was still the customary dancing, but not even close to what goes on 
today. 

Business firms with offi ces along t!ie 
parade's line of march usually invite their 
best custorners to an all day beer bust on 
Monday, Rosenmontag. Clients who 
sometimes may be seen hanging out of 
windows hurl confetti and tickertape o n 
the spectators below. Last year, one dient 
toppled out onto a passing garbage truck 
and was deposited out at the dump un
knowingly by the driver. He.merely dusted 
himself off, flagged down a passing 
Mercedes, and was back at the fiesta 
a lmost befo~ his hosts knew~as go ne. 

Bilder vom Faschingsumzug der vergangenen Jahre 


