
AVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FESTE 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" Feste in Rheinland 

,,FASCHING IN MÜNCHEN" / ,,CARNIVAL SEASON IN MUNICH" 

Wie feiert man heute Fasching? (How is Fasching celebrated today?) 

masquerade / costume ball: der Faschingsball, die Faschingsbälle 

1. There are many Faschingsbälle every night from January 6 (Dreikönigsfest) until 
Shrove Tuesday (Fastnacht). 

• They play as an important a role in Munich as Sitzungen (meetings) do in 
Cologne carnival preparation. 

• They last until the early ~orning hours (dusk to dawn). 
• There are some Lokale that cater to the early morning crowd from 4 to 6 AM. 

2. Adults put on the finest costumes for the Fasching balls. 
• Costumes are mandatory for entrance to Fasching parties and balls. 
• There are more than 3,000 Fasching costume balls during the festival, and 

that's not counting the impromptu celebrations that erupt spontaneously in 
beer and wine "Stuben" (taverns) throughout the city or in some fantastically 
decorated ballrooms. 

• They are sponsored by a variety of groups from sausage stuffers to 
Schwabing (area of Munich) artists. 

• Visitors need only to buy a ticket to attend any of these 3,000 costume balls. 

3. A Maskenball (mask par.ty) is pure fun and foolishness. 
• There are costume parties for all ages: 

children-----Kinderbälle young adults----- Jugendbälle 
university-----Universitätsbälle school-----Schulbälle 
city-----Stadtbälle teacher-----Lehrerbäl le 

• The main idea of a Faschingball is to hide your identity, thus the great 
importance of masks, but only until midnight. 

• At exactly 12 o'clock midnight, all masks are removed in the following 
fashion: shortly before 12, everyone begins to dance with anybody. Partners 
are exchanged, and you have no idea whatsoever who he/she may be. A chair 
is set out in the middle of the dance floor, while people dance around it. At 
midnight, the-master-of-ceremonies announces "time," asks everyone to stop 
dancing, and to remain with their partner. A line is formed and two by two, 
participants must march up to the chair, climb up on it, demask, and kiss. 

• Now, you may not even know the person, but in Fasching this makes no 
difference. Everyone knows it is all out of tun, and no one is jeaious. 

• Why, you might even find your wife or your husband standing on that chair · 
with you, and really be surprised. Wives and husbands offen go separately to 
these parties and not know what the other is disguised as. 


